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Port Elgin – ‘World’s Best Sunset”  
Public descriptions of Port Elgin typically portray the community as a fun, contemporary, and inviting beach 
community and attribute its character to: 

	 • 	 A comparatively more commercial atmosphere than the rest of Saugeen Shores
		  with a long, straight commercial ribbon that is the backbone of the Town; 
	 • 	 A thriving young, family-based community; 
	 • 	 A laid back atmosphere attributed to a robust beach / tourist economy; and 
	 • 	 A historical / traditional downtown complimented with an increase in new 
		  commercial development and housing starts. 
 
Whether folklore or fact, residents of ‘Port’ rank their sunsets among the best in the world. This iconic image 
is confirmed in all forms of media, from promotional material through the Municipality’s logo, and is a great 
starting point for development of the design guidelines.  In combination with the keywords identified in the 
community’s branding exercise, the design guidelines for ‘Port’ need to support the atmosphere of a vibrant, 
relaxed, family-oriented beach community with a beautiful waterfront and picturesque sunset as a backdrop.  
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Southampton – ‘Oldest Port on the Bruce Coast’  
Southampton residents are proud of their heritage buildings and lighthouses, museum, art school, and 
boardwalk. Southampton is envisioned as a trim, historical beach community with a character arising from: 

	 • 	 A compact, vibrant, commercial core terminating at the waterfront;  
	 • 	 Historic shore lighthouses and harbour; 
	 • 	 A cozy, cottage-type community with treed lanes and comfortable streets; and 
	 • 	 Strong cultural institutions including the art school and the museum. 

Southampton’s strength comes from its marine heritage and its timeless natural beauty.  Chantry Island and 
its lighthouse are the iconic image of Southampton, which again is confirmed throughout the community.  
This icon, in combination with the keywords identified in the branding exercise, are the starting point for the 
design guidelines depicting the image of Southampton as a place that invites you to stroll along High Street 
or the boardwalk and relax, reflect, and enjoy this beachfront community at sunset in the ‘Oldest Port on the 
Bruce Coast. 
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2.3	 Establishing Design Principles
The community issues that were identified, along with the unique qualities recognized in Chapter 1, 
were distilled into three guiding principles that summarize the desired community DESIGN VISION 
for development proposals.  At a public workshop held in June of 2009, these DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
were presented to the community. These principles, listed and described below, form the basis of the 
organizational structure used to create the guidelines: 
	
	 •	 Unique Community 
	 • 	 Intimate Community
	 • 	 Inviting Community  

Unique Community  
Saugeen Shores is most notable for its location along the shore of Lake Huron. Port Elgin and Southampton 
have distinct assets related to that waterfront relationship. Some residents have described Port Elgin as a 
commercial and family-oriented centre, while Southampton is more of a lakeside cottage community.  The 
most noticeable physical distinction between these communities is that Port Elgin, with a long and straight 
highway corridor running through the Town, is home to the majority of the Municipality’s commercial 
development, while curves in the corridor bring it closer to the Lake and across the Saugeen River in 
Southampton, with a relatively short High Street commercial area running perpendicular to Highway 21. 
 
The Design Principle of “Unique Community” refers to the need to:  
	
	 • 	 Reinforce the design identity of both Port Elgin and Southampton; 
	 • 	 Reflect the natural heritage resources in each community; 
	 • 	 Create coherence while fostering creativity; 
	 • 	 Reflect the cultural heritage and value the past history of each community; and 
	 • 	 Reinforce the unique features that define the character of each community. 
 
Therefore, the Guidelines are structured to: 

	 • 	 Identify features that improve image and legibility by enhancing the attributes that contribute to 		
		  Southampton’s heritage atmosphere and Port Elgin’s family- friendly atmosphere;  
	 • 	 Address challenges and take advantage of the opportunities related to interacting with the 		
		  waterfront location in each community; 
	 •	 Create distinctive urban form and shape unique neighbourhoods to promote local identity through 	
		  new development that supports and enhances the best features of these areas within the larger 		
		  community; 
	 • 	 Protect and enhance views and gateways to and from established landmarks; and 
	 • 	 Recognize distinctive urban built form.  
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Intimate Community  
Maintaining the small-town character and atmosphere in Saugeen Shores is important.  Although what makes 
a community “intimate” is difficult to define, the qualities that distinguish one community from another are 
also often the qualities that create familiarity and a level of comfort and connectedness for its citizens. 
 
The Design Principle of “Intimate Community” refers to the need to:  

	 • 	 Create streets where people can walk around and see each other face-to-face; 
	 • 	 Provide accessible public places where people can walk, sit, play, relax, and talk; 
	 • 	 Enhance our public spaces and define them with interesting buildings, art, and trees; 
	 • 	 Support a full range of accessible community businesses and services that are vibrant and foster 
		  our commercial cores as destinations; and 
	 • 	 Provide a variety of housing opportunities for all segments of the community. 

 Therefore, the Guidelines are structured to: 

	 • 	 Promote an active pedestrian environment by creating developments that connect with local 		
		  streetscapes and provide opportunities for sidewalk uses like cafes, sidewalk sales, and public art; 
	 • 	 Recommend critical upgrades to public infrastructure, for example sidewalks and benches to 
		  create a walkable community;
	 • 	 Promote urban forestry protection; replacement; and intensification for beauty and shade; 
	 • 	 Add vitality and safety to the downtown core by strengthening and supporting the core 			 
		  businesses; 
	 • 	 Improve the relationship between the building and the public at the street level through such 		
		  things as use of appropriate scale, easily recognizable entrances, connections between sidewalks, 		
		  parking and entrances etc; and 
	 • 	 Strengthen and extend the network of open spaces and create a vibrant public realm by 
		  encouraging opportunities to create new public spaces in association with development. 
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Inviting Community  
Saugeen Shores is an inviting place to live and visit.  This is an overwhelming ‘theme’ that is expressed 
throughout the community, from Official Plan documents to community workshops to private and 
public signage.  Being an inviting community is important to Saugeen Shores and new development and 
redevelopment proposals play a key role in ensuring that this value is enhanced and preserved.  
 
The Design Principle of “Inviting Community” refers to the need to:  

	 • 	 Provide a clear wayfinding system so that it is both easy to find and to get to the places that 
		  people want to go;  
	 • 	 Provide a high quality experience through the continuity and quality of the built environment 		
		  (things don’t feel out of place); 
	 • 	 Encourage lighting that provides safety and security while minimizing light pollution; 
	 • 	 Have a high level of security reflected in design features to help people feel safe and secure 
		  without high fences and cameras; and 
	 • 	 Recognize that our main street is also our main traffic corridor, and use design to promote 		
		  accessibility and circulation of pedestrian, bicycle, and automobile traffic. 
 
Therefore, the Guidelines are structured to: 

	 • 	 Support the efficient use of Port Elgin’s highway corridor lands to support its commercial role and 	
		  provide a more walkable character in the Town; 
	 • 	 Pursue every opportunity to increase the aesthetic characteristics of the corridor by incorporating 		
		  landscaping, pedestrian access, tree canopy cover, and the like; 
	 • 	 Create lively and attractive local places by mixing uses and providing for human scale 
		  development that promotes safe and sustainable practices; 
	 • 	 Encourage pedestrian-scaled and dark sky compliant lighting in new development and 
		  re-development proposals; 
	 • 	 Define gateways, edges and settings that can be improved through appropriate new development. 		
		  Gateways should provide integration and visual continuity from urban to rural areas; and 
	 • 	 Integrate parking so that it does not dominate the development, the streetscape, or impact adjacent 	
		  developments. 
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The DESIGN VISION was presented for community review and feedback at a public workshop in June 
2009.  DESIGN PRINCIPLES that flow from this vision are outlined below. These principles, of a Unique, 
Intimate, and Inviting Community express the desired characteristics of the Town. Recognizing the diversity 
of development along the Highway 21 corridor, DISTRICT GUIDELINES have also been developed 
that identify individual design approaches for each distinct area. These District Guidelines are intended 
to operate independently. Each Guideline highlights areas of opportunity within the district and makes 
specific recommendations for Town Council and Staff towards achieving the overall design vision.  Some 
recommendations can be enacted immmediately; others may take years to realize. The development of an 
action plan outlining projects and priorities will help to achieve the vision.  
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