
Museum Committee Agenda 

Thursday, August 3, 2017 
Council Chambers 

County Administration Centre, Walkerton 

1. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest

2. Action Items

A. Children's Programming Policy Report 
(attached)

3. Information Items

A. Archives Report (attached)

B. Business & Sponsorship Report (attached)

C. Collections Report (attached)

D. Education & Outreach Report (attached)

E. Marketing Report (attached)

F. Programming Report (attached)

4. Next Meeting

September 7, 2017

5. Adjournment 



Corporation of the County of Bruce brucecounty.on.ca 
Museum 

Committee Report 
To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Warden Mitch Twolan 
Members of the Museum Committee 

Cathy McGirr 
Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

August 3, 2017 

Children's Programming Policy Report

Recommendation: 

That the revised Children’s Programming Policy for the Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre be approved.  

Background: 

The Museum is governed by standards outlined by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
The 10 standards for community museums represent the minimum requirements for the 
operation of a good community museum and are necessary in order to qualify for the CMOG 
(Community Museum Operating Grant).  

While this particular policy is not part of the standards this policy is a necessary policy that 
guides our practice for the educational and children’s programming that we deliver. As part 
of our ongoing efforts to ensure our policies are relevant and up to date, all policies will be 
reviewed and updated if necessary on a three-year cycle.  

The following policy is due for review: 
- Children’s Programming Policy
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Financial/Staffing/Legal/IT Considerations: 

There are no financial, staffing, legal or IT considerations associated with this report. 

Interdepartmental Consultation: 

There has been no interdepartmental consultation regarding this policy. 

Link to Strategic Goals and Elements: 

Goal #1 – Develop and implement tactics for improved communications 
Element E – Clear and consistent messages across the organization 
Goal #4 – Find creative new ways to involve all staff in our future 
Element C – Invest in expanding the knowledge and skills of our staff.  

Museum Strategic Plan Alignment: 

No specific alignment to our pillars however, policy review is standard Museum practice. 

Written by: Cathy McGirr, Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

 
Approved by: 

  
Kelley Coulter 
Chief Administrative Officer 



Page 1 of 6 

 

 
Policy: Children’s Programming 

Department: Museum  

Effective Date: 2009   

Revision Date: August 3, 2017 Review Date: July 2020  
 

1. Coverage 

This policy applies to all staff at the Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre 
(BCM&CC) who are involved in children’s programs where parents leave their 
children in the care of the Museum. 

2. Policy Statement 

The BCM&CC recognizes the importance of providing programming that 
creates a safe and pleasant environment and an “Unforgettable” experience 
for the children attending programs at the Museum.  All staff and volunteers 
will be familiar with the provisions of this policy, and ensure they are 
followed.  

3. Policy 

Registration & Fees  

For paid programming, children must be pre-registered and their spot must be 
pre-paid for. Positions are filled on a ‘first come, first served’ basis and the 
BCM&CC reserves the right to offer alternative dates if a program is at 
capacity.  

To ensure that we have accurate up-to-date records, contact, and medical 
information, every registered child must have a Children’s Health Form 
completed prior to the child attending a program. Parents will be asked to fill 
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out a new form if their current form has expired. Forms can be downloaded 
from our website (brucemuseum.ca), or can be filled out in person at the 
museum. 

 

Prior to the child attending the program, forms and cheques should be sent to:  

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre 
33 Victoria St. N 
Southampton, ON 
N0H 2L0  

 
Registration is not complete until forms and payment have been processed. 
Charges for NSF cheques will be invoiced back to the guardian along with any 
other outstanding balances. NSF charges and outstanding balances may result 
in future programming registrations being declined. 

For all children’s programs, 24 hours’ notice is required for a full refund if a 
child cannot attend a program for which they are registered. If less than 24 
hours’ notice is given refunds will not be issued.  

 
Pick up & Drops 

For safety reasons, all children must be signed in and out by a guardian.  The 
person who will be picking up the child must be indicated on the sign in sheet 
prior to pick up. If we have reason to believe that a guardian or another 
authorized person is under the influence of drugs or alcohol, or impaired in any 
other way that may affect their care for the child, we will not release the child 
into that person’s custody and the alternative emergency contact will be 
phoned.  
 
During KidZone Day Camp, children may be dropped off between 8:30 to 
9:00am and picked up from 4:30 to 5:00 p.m. Early drop-off and late pick is 
available for a fee of $2 per child per occurrence. This must be pre-arranged 
and pre-paid. 
 
Special Assistance 

If your child has an educational assistant (E.A.) or other support worker at 
school that assists with special requirements for the child, they are required 
to have someone assist them at museum programs.  Parents must make these 
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arrangements for their children and communicate these arrangements to 
Museum staff. While the BCM&CC cannot provide special assistance for a child 
during a program, we can work with the guardian to accommodate any 
assistants that will attend a program with a child. So we can best serve the 
children in our care, full disclosure on the child’s health form is required at 
time of registration. Failure to do so may result in interruption to the child’s 
attendance in a program. 

Behaviour Management 

It is our goal to provide a safe, positive environment for all children.  
Children who attend our programs are expected to follow behaviour 
guidelines (“Museum Manners”) and interact appropriately. These guidelines 
are set in place to ensure that all who participate in children’s programs will 
have a fun and enjoyable experience. 

It is the responsibility of Museum staff to redirect children’s behaviour and 
respond to inappropriate choices on an individual basis. There is also a 
responsibility for children to respect each other, respect the property of others 
and to respect and follow Museum staff. 

If a situation arises where a participant threatens the safety of another person 
or shows disregard for our Museum Manners, we will inform and work with 
guardians to correct the child’s behaviour in order to provide a positive 
experience for everyone.   

Should disruptive behaviour continue, and a suitable alternative is not 
available, the participant may be dismissed from camp at the discretion of the 
Education/Outreach Coordinator. The BCM&CC will not be held responsible for 
any costs associated with a participant’s dismissal, including camp 
fees.  Refunds will not be granted if a child is asked to leave our programs due 
to inappropriate behaviour.   

Medication 

To ensure the safety of every child, known medical, physical and behavioural 
conditions must be documented on the child’s health form.  

All medication your child is taking while at camp should be: 

• prescribed by a doctor 
• in the original package with instructions for dosage 
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• given to Museum staff at the beginning of the day for safe storage (with 
the exception of a prescribed inhaler or Epipen which may be kept on the 
child’s person) 

• able to be self-administered by the child. Museum staff will dispense and 
monitor administration of medication 

 

Please advise Museum staff of medication changes so we can monitor and/or 
expect any changes. 

Injury or Illness 

If a child becomes ill while at the museum, staff will contact the guardian to 
pick up the child. Any Museum staff intervening in an injury (major or minor) 
will follow the guidelines as noted in the Children’s Programming Procedures 
document.  Incident reports will be filed by the Museum staff any time an 
injury occurs.  

If the injury or illness is an emergency and/or warrants a trip to the hospital, 
EMS/9-1-1 will be called and the child will be transported in an ambulance. 
Museum staff will contact the guardian (or emergency contact if guardian is 
unreachable) as soon as possible so the parent can meet the child at the 
hospital.  The staff member(s) will submit an incident report within 24 hours. 

Food & Allergies 

Sometimes a small snack may be provided during a program. However, lunches, 
snacks and drinks must be sent with the child to the program.  

Children’s Programming at the BCM&CC has a peanut-free policy, however due 
to the multiuse nature of our facility we cannot guarantee a nut free facility. 
The BCM&CC does not accept any liability from nut allergies. Any food or 
snacks containing nuts may be removed from the programming environment 
and replaced with a suitable snack. 
 
If a severe food allergy exists for specific children, it must be indicated on the 
Children’s Health Form. All guardians may be notified to adjust content of 
lunches to reduce the possibility of contaminating play and eating areas. 
Although we will make efforts for the safety of the child, we cannot guarantee 
contaminant free facilities or activities for allergies, or necessary restrictions 
for severe medical concerns.  
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Photographs 

If a guardian has signed the photo release portion of the Children’s Health 
Form, any photographs taken of his/her child while at a program may be 
displayed or publicized in print or on the web at a later date.  

Items from Home 
  
Children are permitted to bring water bottles, food, sunscreen and clothing 
items as appropriate for the program they are participating in.  We encourage 
parents to put their child’s name on all belongings to reduce mix-ups and lost 
items.  

Children are not permitted to bring weapons of any kind to the Museum, and 
the use of electronic devices is not permitted while a program is taking place.  
During programs, we discourage bringing toys or other non-essential personal 
belongings, as these items may be lost during their visit.  

The BCM&CC is not responsible for children’s personal belongings if lost, stolen, 
or damaged. The Museum maintains a “Lost and Found Bin” which is accessible 
to guardians.  Items left in this bin for more than one month will be donated to 
charity.  

Inclement Weather 
  
Extreme weather, (e.g. storms, extreme heat etc.) may result in adapted 
programming, or in some cases cancellation of our programming, including field 
trips. 
 
Emergencies 
 
In the case of an emergency, Museum staff will be notified and the appropriate 
action will be taken in accordance with the Bruce County Emergency Code 
procedures. These emergencies include but are not limited to: Fire, Medical 
Emergency, Building Evacuation, Missing Person, Violent Situation, and Severe 
Weather. 
 
Museum staff are notified when a children’s programming is happening, and 
must be aware that emergency situations may occur where their assistance is 
required and expected. Museum staff will make themselves available to assist 
where needed, even to the point of taking charge if the scope of the incident 
requires it. 
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Field Trips 
  
Bussing  
Field trip departure times may vary depending on the location of the field 
trip.  To avoid delays, parents/guardians are encouraged to have their children 
signed in at least 20 minutes prior to the departure time. No stops or deviances 
from field trip routes can be made to accommodate late parents.  On the bus, 
children are expected to stay seated and act appropriately, adhering to all 
instructions by the bus operator as well as any staff or volunteers to ensure 
everyone’s safety. 

  
T-Shirts 
During field trips, each child will be issued one t-shirt to be returned at the 
end of the day.  This shirt must be worn for the entirety of the trip to help 
staff identify children. 
  
Child Protection 
  
In accordance with section 72 of the Child and Family Services Act, 1990 
(CFSA), any person who suspects that a child might require protection from 
abuse, neglect or other forms of maltreatment, has a responsibility to report 
those concerns immediately and directly to a child welfare agency. In Grey and 
Bruce Counties, Bruce Grey Child & Family Services must be contacted 
(519.371.4453 or 1.855.322.4453.) Their telephone lines are open 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.  

The CFSA is Ontario legislation that is enforced by the Ministry of Children and 
Youth Services. The primary purpose of the CFSA is to promote the best 
interests, protection and well-being of children. 

 

Policy Review 

The Children’s Programming Policy will be reviewed every three years by 
Management or when deemed necessary for amendments.  This Policy may 
not be changed without the approval of Bruce County Council, the governing 
authority of the Corporation of the County of Bruce. 
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Committee Report 
To: Warden Mitch Twolan 

Members of the Museum Committee 

From: Cathy McGirr 
Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

Date: August 3, 2017 

Re: Archives Q2 Report 

Recommendation: 

The Archives Q2 Report, August 3, 2017 is for information. 

Background: 

The information in this report covers Q2 2017.  
Q1 Q2 To-

date 
Notes 

Donations 18 24 42 
Municipal 
Transfers 

0 3 3 Transfers were received from Arran-
Elderslie, Saugeen Shores and the 
County of Bruce. 

County 1 
Lower Tier 2 
Researchers 160 206 366 Of the 206 researchers who visited in 

Q2, 47 were new researchers at the 
BCM&CC, 55% were from Bruce 
County, 27% other parts of Ontario, 
13 % other provinces in Canada and 
5% the USA 

Research Requests 12 16 28 47 hours on research requests in Q2 
Visitors other than 
Researchers 

525 608 1133 Kept busy with inquiries and visitors 
to the BCM&CC who come and see 
what happens in the Archives. 

Phone 187 204 391 
Email/Mail 111 151 262 
Walk ins 227 253 480 
Photo Orders 4 2 6 There were a total of 37 images 

purchased by two clients in Q2 



  Corporation of the County of Bruce brucecounty.on.ca 
 Museum 
  

 
 
 

 

 

PastPerfect Online  

We have been working diligently on our collections database website.  New items are added 
every other week and we currently have over 8,000 records online!  Our researchers are 
appreciative of these records being available as can be seen in the comment below: 
 
“Hi, Just wanted to tell you how thrilled I am to see this page. I am doing genealogy and 
looking for more about my Canadian roots and mostly about the Komph and McGaw families. 
My paternal great grandmother was Mary Helen McGaw. I live in PA and am planning a trip to 
come visit and do more research! Thanks for having this for me to add to my research.” Kim 

Financial/Staffing/Legal/IT Considerations: 

There are no financial, staffing, legal or IT considerations associated with this report. 

Interdepartmental Consultation: 

Consultation with Corporate Services for records transfers and websites has taken place.  

Link to Strategic Goals and Elements: 

Goal #3 – Find Creative new ways to engage our public 
Element C – Make the County fully accessible to the people through access to information. 
 

Museum Strategic Plan Alignment: 

Strategic Pillar #1 - Forge Partnerships & Relationships 
Strategic Pillar #4 - Create County-Wide Awareness 
 
Written by: Ann-Marie Collins, Archivist 
 
Approved by: 

  
Kelley Coulter 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Committee Report 
To: Warden Mitch Twolan 

Members of the Museum Committee 

From: Cathy McGirr 
Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

Date: August 3, 2017 

Re: Business/Sponsorship Report 

Recommendation: 

The Business/Sponsorship Report is for information. 

Background: 

The following applications for funding or sponsorship have been approved. 

Community Foundation Grey Bruce - $1,437 ‘Field of Dreams’ exhibit. 

Society of Energy Professionals - $2,000 LEGO® Program 

The following applications for funding or sponsorship are pending. 
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North American Railway Foundation - $20,000 for 2018 ‘Riding the Rails’ exhibit 

  

New Horizons for Seniors Program - $16,833 for 2018 ‘Recreation for Retirees’ program  

FINANCIAL/STAFFING/LEGAL/IT CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
There are no staffing, legal or IT considerations associated with this report.  
Financial impact towards achieving projected funds for 2017 budgets. 
 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL CONSULTATION: 
 
Interdepartmental consultation with Treasury on North American Railway Foundation 
application. 

LINK TO STRATEGIC GOALS AND ELEMENTS: 
 
Goal # 3 – Find creative ways to engage the public.  
Element - no specific element, however funds received allow us to offer a variety of 
services and programs. 
Goal #6 – Find alternate options to improve efficiency, service.  
Element - no specific element, however this funding enables us to provide services and 
programs that the County would have to otherwise fund directly.  
 
MUSEUM STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENTS: 
 
Strategic Pillar #1 – Forge Partnerships and Relationships. 

Written by: Janice Mewhinney, Business Manager 
 
Approved by: 

 

Kelley Coulter 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Committee Report 
To: Warden Mitch Twolan 

Members of the Museum Committee 

From: Cathy McGirr 
Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

Date: August 3, 2017 

Re: Collections Update 

Recommendation: 

The Collections Update, dated August 3, 2017, is for information. 

Background: 

Exhibits 

Throughout the spring and early summer months, Collections has been focused on a variety 
of projects including summer temporary exhibits and the new permanent gallery Last 
Frontier.  Toys: The Inside Story arrived from Ithaca, New York at the beginning of May, 
installed in the Feature Gallery, and opened on May 18, 2017.  In the Bruce Gallery, 
Collections installed As the Crow Flies, which opened May 13, 2017.  This show features 20 
pieces of textile art that were created by either multiple artists or using multiple media and 
celebrate Canada’s sesquicentennial. Both Toys: The Inside Story and As the Crow Flies will 
be open until Labour Day. 

Mid-June saw the opening of the new permanent gallery Last Frontier, which focuses on 
early life in Bruce County from approximately 1850 until the turn of the 20th Century.   
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The show features 47 artifacts, and contains special programming areas focused on early 
domestic activities and skilled trades. 
 

    
 
 
Deaccessioning and Auction 
 
Over the last few years Collections has been making a concerted effort to review its holdings 
and to hone the museum’s Collection by making recommendations of items to be 
deaccessioned.  Thus far in 2017, over 200 Collections items have been approved for 
deaccessioning – of these only one item went to auction, along with Archival materials also 
approved for deaccession.  The auction was held over the Victoria Day weekend at 
Sydenham/Rockford Auction. From this sale, the museum received $375.87, which goes into 
a reserve account.  The remainder of the de-accessioned items were either given to 
Education/Programming or destroyed due to poor condition as per Museum practice.  The 
de-accessioning process also links together with the re-organization of objects within 
Artifact Storage, which is optimizing the use of space within the Museum. 
 
Off-Site Storage  
 
Beginning late last summer and autumn the relocation and deaccessioning of items in 
storage have been a priority for Collections staff, with the assistance of Maintenance staff. 
To date items have been evaluated, re-housed and cleaned if required, and moved to the 
the new location in Walkerton. Items being moved are large and heavy in nature and are 
comprised of telephone switchboards, furniture, industrial equipment, and agricultural 
implements. To date, near 200 objects have been relocated.  Using three staff members, the 
remaining work will take approximately fourteen to twenty hours to complete. 
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Financial/Staffing/Legal/IT Considerations: 

There are no staffing, financial, legal or IT considerations associated with this report. 

Interdepartmental Consultation: 

There were no interdepartmental considerations. 

Link to Strategic Goals and Elements: 

Goal #3 -Find creative new ways to engage our public 
 

Museum Strategic Plan Alignment:  

Strategic Pillars #3 – Optimize Use of Space 

 
Written by: Laura Leonard, Curatorial Assistant 
 
Approved by: 

  
Kelley Coulter 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Committee Report 
To: Warden Mitch Twolan 

Members of the Museum Committee 

From: Cathy McGirr 
Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

Date: August 3, 2017 

Re: Education/Outreach Report 

Recommendation: 

The Education/Outreach Report, dated August 3, 2017 is for information. 

Background: 

School Programming 

June was field trip month, which means the Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre was a 
revolving door for excited school groups! The Museum hosted (or visited) 21 different school 
groups from locations including Saugeen Shores, Sauble Beach, Owen Sound, Chesley, 
Durham, Hanover, Mildmay, Kincardine, Teeswater, Lucknow, Wiarton, Cape Croker, Lion’s 
Head, and Tobermory. 566 students enjoyed our programs such as A Day in the Life of a 
Pioneer Child, First Nations, The Great Outdoors, and LEGO®. Students and teachers love the 
hands-on learning that happens here, and especially loved interacting with our new 
temporary exhibit, ‘TOYS: The Inside Story’. Whether students were discovering macro 
invertebrates in Fairy Lake, building a protective casing for an egg out of LEGO®, or making 
butter in our historical log house, their Museum experience was an unforgettable one! 
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Students from Sacred Heart in Teeswater building a tower inspired by Mayan Temples. 
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Grade 5/6 students from Walkerton District Community School learn about the Ojibway clan 
system. 
 
Eco Explorers Bus Trip 

On June 2nd, 25 children ages 7-12 ventured out to the Laurel Creek Nature Centre in 
Waterloo for our PA Day Eco Explorer Bus Trip. Some of these students had participated in 
Eco-Explorers in the past but for many this was their first time attending a trip like this.  It 
was a fun-packed day with new experiences for everyone. The children loved getting to 
touch a corn snake and a Madagascar cockroach in the nature centre.  Out at the pond, they 
learned how to safely and respectfully net and release wildlife such as frogs, tadpoles and 
crayfish, and in the forest they learned how to search for salamanders under fallen logs.  
The Eco Explorers returned with some new nature knowledge, new friends and great 
memories!  Eco Explorers is presented by Ontario Power Generation. 

  
Eco Explorers get up close and personal with pond life at the Laurel Creek Nature Centre 
pond.  
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Eco Explorers held friendly critters like this corn snake. 
 
Te@m (Teens Engaged at the Museum) 

On July 10th and 11th the BCM&CC hosted a two-day Leaders in Training workshop for 7 youth 
ages 12-16. This workshop helped the participants gain confidence as they explored what it 
means to be a leader, participated in an exclusive afternoon of training with Authentic 
Voices Productions, and completed games and challenges to build the skills known as the “4 
Cs”: communication, collaboration, creativity and critical thinking. It was a fun way for 
participants to meet new friends, while bettering themselves and boosting their resumes! 
Te@m is presented by the Southampton Rotary Club. 
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Financial/Staffing/Legal/IT Considerations: 

There are no financial, staffing, legal or IT considerations associated with this report.  

Interdepartmental Consultation: 

There were no interdepartmental considerations.  

Link to Strategic Goals and Elements: 

Goal #3 - Find creative new ways to engage our public 
 

Museum Strategic Plan Alignment: 

Strategic Pillar #2 - Provide Relevant, Compelling Programming 

 
Written by Lauren Ellis, Education & Outreach Coordinator 
 
Approved by: 

  
Kelley Coulter 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Committee Report 
To: Warden Mitch Twolan 

Members of the Museum Committee 

From: Cathy McGirr 
Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

Date: August 3, 2017 

Re: Marketing Report 

Recommendation: 

The Marketing Report, dated August 3, 2017, is for information. 

Background: 

Exhibit Opening – TOYS: The Inside Story 

The feature exhibit for the summer of 2017 is ‘TOYS: The Inside Story’.  This interactive and 
hands-on exhibit invites visitors to peek inside some popular toys to explore linkages, cams, 
pulleys and circuits. The exhibit was developed by the Montshire Museum of Science.  The 
exhibit opening on May 18 was emceed by an enthusiastic nine year old named Corbin.  He 
shared his excitement about the exhibit pointing out his favourite components, and thanked 
exhibit sponsors, Ontario Power Generation and 101.7 The One.  There were 87 Museum 
Members attending the exclusive sneak peek opening event who were entertained with 
balloon animals, and games like Giant Jenga and Connect Four, while enjoying munchies.  
The exhibit has been a popular draw with local families and visitors to the area generating 
great feedback and sharing on social media.  

Museum Volunteers added to the fun portraying popular children’s characters. 
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Exhibit Opening attendees listening to opening remarks. 
 

 
Special Guest Emcee Corbin opening the exhibit! 
 

 
Attendees trying out the interactive stations in the exhibit. 
 
2017 Seniors Fair 
On June 7, the Museum attended the annual United Way Seniors’ Fair in Owen Sound at the 
Bayshore Community Centre.  At this outreach opportunity, the Museum was situated beside 
Grey Roots Museum & Archives to promote reciprocal memberships.  The Museum spoke with 
close to 250 visitors who were interested in coming to the Museum and participating in 
programming provided. 
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Exhibit Opening - The Last Frontier 
The latest permanent exhibit to open at the Museum is “The Last Frontier”.  This exhibit 
pays homage to the County’s Pioneers and includes two community programming counters 
including; the “Survival at Home” counter that provides an area to display domestic 
activities and the “Resourceful Individual” counter offers an area to demonstrate 
woodworking and trade activities.  The exhibit opening was held on June 14, Robin Hilborn 
spoke of his research and participation in the exhibits creation, exhibit sponsors Enbridge 
and 98 The Beach were also in attendance.  The 67 Museum Members attending the exclusive 
sneak peek opening event were entertained with music by the Vaudevillian band, and live 
demonstrations, while enjoying appetizers in this ‘barn party’ themed event. 
 

 
The Vaudevillian band performing on the General Hunter.  
 

Cutting the ribbon and officially opening “The Last Frontier”.  From left to right: Janice 
Mewhinney, Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre; Suzanne Shea & Usman Bhatti, 
Enbridge; Kelley Coulter, Bruce County CAO; Craig Power, 98 The Beach; Robin Hilborn, 
Local Author and Historian.  
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Demonstrations at each of the exhibit’s programming counters.  
 

Financial/Staffing/Legal/IT Considerations: 

There are no financial, staffing, legal or IT considerations associated with this report.  

Interdepartmental Consultation: 

There has been no consultation with other County departments. 

Link to Strategic Goals and Elements: 

Goal # 3 – Find creative ways to engage the public.  

Museum Strategic Plan Alignment: 

Strategic Pillar #1 - Forge Partnerships & Relationships 
 

Written by: Stephanie Crilly, Marketing Coordinator  

 
Approved by: 

  
Kelley Coulter 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Committee Report 
To: Warden Mitch Twolan 

Members of the Museum Committee 

From: Cathy McGirr 
Director, Museum & Cultural Services 

Date: August 3, 2017 

Re: Programming Report 

Recommendation: 

The Programming Report, dated August 3, 2017, is for information. 

Background: 

Authentic Voices Productions  
On Saturday June 10th Authentic Voices Productions (AVP) presented their first dramatic 
Vignettes in the exhibit halls of the Museum.  The troupe was fantastic, bringing Bruce 
County’s 150 years of history to life through song, dance and live theatre!  AVP partnered 
with the Bruce Sustainability Network and the Museum to obtain an Ontario 150 Partnership 
Grant that has allowed this group to be on the floor engaging with visitors in the Museum 3 
days a week during July and August. 

Six young actors in period costume in the General Store Exhibit. 
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The Geometry of Music Part 3 of 4 
Mathematician Mike Sterling presented part three in his lecture series ‘The Geometry of 
Music’ and blew the audience away with his presentation of the intersection of math and 
sound with his ‘singing sculpture’ the Bernoulli Involute.  The lecture was followed by a 
concert of 4 professional musicians who interpreted Mike’s Version of the Song ‘Going Home’ 
which he played on the Bernoulli Involute. 
 

 
Mike Sterling is pictured with the Bernoulli Involute and an Oscilloscope in the background to 
show the audience the frequency of the sound waves. 
 
Great Lakes Shipwrecks of Canada’s 150th 

On June 20th Husband and Wife Duo Cris Kohl and Joan Forsberg presented their underwater 
photography and expertise regarding the maritime history of several amazing shipwrecks of 
the Great Lakes that all have ties to the Canada’s formative year, 1867. 
 
Bimaadiziwin Workshops  
Three workshops were held at the Museum in partnership with the Sweet Grass and Thistles 
Group who are based out of the Wesley United Church on Saugeen First Nation and the 
Presbyterian Church in Southampton.  The first two workshops were led by Marilyn Root, 
who is an Anishnabemowin Teacher, included the building of a dream catcher and an 
introduction to Anishnabemowin language and cultural teachings. The third workshop 
included the screening of ‘The Secret Path’ by Gord Downie which depicts the tragic story of 
Chanie Wenjack and his escape from Residential School in Northern Ontario. 
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Sweetgrass and Thistles Group who partnered with the Museum to bring the Bimaadiziwin 
workshops to the public. 
 
On Floor Programming 
In the new ‘Last Frontier’ exhibit, members of the Grey-Bruce Woodturners Guild are 
demonstrating woodturning on two small lathes at the programming counter on Wednesdays 
throughout July and August.  This exhibit has was created with spaces to allow for 
interactive programming and demonstrations by community partners for Museum visitors. 
 
 

 
Grey-Bruce Woodturners Guild Members Demonstrating woodturning projects for the Public 
in the Last Frontier Exhibit Programming Counter 
 
Summer Programming: 

• First Nations Cultural Demonstrations – Tuesdays & Thursdays 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Proudly presented by Bruce Power 

• Special Guest Wednesdays – Wednesdays 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Proudly presented by Colonial Motel 

• LEGO® Fridays - 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. and WeDo Workshops at 10:30 a.m. 
Proudly presented by the Society of Energy Professionals 
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• Women’s Institute Fridays with cookies, lemonade and demonstrations at the log 
buildings - 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

• Saturday Afternoon at the Movies – 2 p.m. 
• Celebrating Canada with Film – Sundays 2 p.m. 
• Speaking of Wildlife – July 10, August 7, 21, September 4 – 2 p.m. 

Proudly presented by Bruce Power 
• Phil Chadwick presents ‘Tom Thomson as a Weatherman’ – August 44 – Doors Open 

7:00 p.m. Lecture at 7:30 p.m. 

Financial/Staffing/Legal/IT Considerations: 

There are no financial, staffing, legal or IT considerations associated with this report. 

Interdepartmental Consultation: 

As an initiative under the Joint programming strategy between the Library and Museum 
departments, a travelling display pertaining to Bruce County’s First Pride Parade is being 
developed and toured throughout several Bruce County Library Branches and will end at the 
Museum where a flag signed by staff and supportive patrons will be entered into the 
BCM&CC Collection.   

Link to Strategic Goals and Elements:  

Goal #3 - Find creative new ways to engage our public 
 

Museum Strategic Plan Alignments: 

Strategic Pillar #1 - Forge Partnerships and Relationships 
Strategic Pillar #2 - Provide Relevant, Compelling Programming 
 
 
Written by: Adrienne Mason, Program Coordinator 
 
Approved by: 

  
Kelley Coulter 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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