1 Introduction

1.1. Introduction to Saugeen Shores

The Town of Saugeen Shores was formed in 1999 lgamating the Town of Port Elgin, the Town of Swuhpton and the
Township of Saugeen. The Town has a populatiappfoximately 12,000 persons and is a vibrant, grgwommunity that wishes
to retain its small town character and lifestylehe community has a rich cultural heritage and @aubgil natural setting with Lake
Huron and the Saugeen River as main attractions.

Several plans and studies in the recent histothede communities have sought to identify commuvetyes. A review of both the
Port Elgin and the Saugeen Shores Strategic P1&86); a survey conducted by the Southampton Reisidéssociation (2005); and
public comments expressed in the Background Repdite 2006 Saugeen Shores Official Plan updatatifal that the following
values are of enduring importance to the citizeérfSangeen Shores:

1. Small Town Atmosphere (Mix of Urban and Rural Character)

2. High Quiality of Life

3 Natural Attractions (Waterfront, Beaches and Sunsets, River, Recreational Trails)

4. Tourism Amenities and Activities

5. Rich Cultural Heritage including Heritage Architecture

1.2. Overview of Rationale for Urban Design Guidelines

In its true sense, ‘urban’ most accurately desesrittese parts of our built environment that areatisibly different from their
suburban and rural counterparts. It implies deas@mngements of buildings characterized by ovprappatterns of use and clearly
defined human-scaled spaces where citizens intefdtcone another.

These factors create a system of relationshipsghatger and more comprehensive than the degigrdividual buildings and which
requires special consideration for best resultee drganization of these various factors, includgding design, landscape open
space, transportation and environment are refdoexs ‘urban design’ and guidelines provide cleangples of the standards and
good practices that are necessary for the creafisnccessful, memorable places.
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1.2.1. Purpose of Saugeen Shores Design Guidelines

The Saugeen Shores Urban Design Guidelines arededieto be flexible and to encourage builders agnkldpers to propose

innovative designs that contribute to the qualityife in Saugeen Shores. The Design Guidelineplamsize qualitative statements
rather than quantitative standards wherever passanld focus on describing a desired urban stmictiiuding private and public

realms. Further, they provide guidance to appteand staff alike for revitalization of lands aamffamework for development.

The goal of the Saugeen Shores Urban Design Goaseti

. This document represents a planning tool thitalow the Town to achieve a vision for Highwa¥ and High Street,
the ‘Main Streets' of Saugeen Shores. While groavtthi development are important within the communitys also important to
preserve and within Saugeen Shores.
This key principle, together with municipal urbaasdyn initiatives including streetscape enhancespesill act as a catalyst for
increased business activity and further enhansectiimmunity as an attractive place to live, world gisit.

1.2.2. Objectives of the Design Guidelines

As noted, the overall goal of the project is toateea blueprint for the look and feel of future elepment along the commercial
corridor of Saugeen Shores, one that maintainseaénces those characteristics of Saugeen Shaes#dtritizens hold dear.
Towards this end, the guidelines are intended to:

maintain and improve the visual image and idenbtySaugeen Shores, by raising awareness of Towmgua identity and
increasing its presence with key structural compts)e

ensure that strong pressures for development ageteld to achieve better design quality by makinge srew development is
appropriate and ‘fits’ into the Town setting;

ensure high quality urban design is achieved frem development across the entire Municipality;

foster greater interest in the positive contribngimew development can make to the public realncaminitment to making places
for people to appreciate and enjoy; and

improve the overall quality of the public realmrdothe corridor by improving connections and creapaces that people utilize.

1.3. History and Context

The Town of Saugeen Shores, together with the GooinBruce, undertook this project in 2008/200%nder to support growing
community interest in the design of its buildingsdaspaces. As Saugeen Shores’ transitions frommall $each town into a
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community with several large-scale developmentba#t become apparent to the community that thesenised to ensure that new
development fits’ with the desired urban fabrictké community.

Understanding and describing this desirable urband involved a number of steps that are highédhtelow. These steps involved
all levels of community stakeholders from Counal dusinesses and the public. It was essentiahigogrocess to take every
opportunity to ensure that all issues were highiédhand that solutions were appropriately arti@datThese guidelines represent the
combined efforts of community members and plan@ind design professionals to identify and express cmmmunity identities for
Port Elgin and Southampton should be reflectedhénltuilt environment along the main commercialete The following outlines
the contextual process to create the design goekeli

1.3.1. STEP 1: Determining the Project Scope
The project focus was outlined as the Highway A ldigh Street corridors of Saugeen Shores. Tlaa mas chosen as the area of
focus in order to:
» Take the opportunity to define and unify its chéeac
* Influence development in the area of the municipdhat is experiencing the most development pressu
* Recognize this corridor(s) significance as the mmasteled and used street(s) in the Town; and
* Work at a project with a manageable size and scale.

1.3.2. STEP 2: Identifying Urban Design Issues
One of the essential tasks related to this praoje to identify the design issues that the commgueit needed to be addressed. A
Public workshop held in July 2008 was used to ifedesign issues and to clarify the directionlué guidelines.

The initial Community Workshop identified severssues or themes to be addressed through the gasl¢hiat were presented to the
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) in September 2008
* Incorporate good design principles into new develept;

* Protect and enhance the natural environment;
» Create a gateway or entrance to the community;
* Improve the streetscape in core areas and extesighdelements along Highway 21;



* Incorporate mixed use buildings in the commerdaiehs,;

* Make the corridor accessible and convenient foepens and cyclists;
* Improve traffic circulation and parking functiortsdi

» Acknowledge the unique character in both Port Eégid Southampton;
* Implement a design theme to guide development;

e Maintain a “Small Town” atmosphere/character; and

* Manage signs and billboards in an appropriate ¢eshi

1.3.3. STEP 3: Recognizing Saugeen Shores’ Design Vision
In addition to the Design Guidelines project, trewh of Saugeen Shores in 2008/2009 undertook a eupflinitiatives with goals
related to community improvement. The Town indthta Signage and Wayfinding Strategy along with Gloeinty the Bruce; a
branding exercise to clarify the identity of PorigiE and Southampton; and a Community Improvemdan Ro improve the
downtown core area of Port Elgin. These variowgegots and their public processes reaffirmed theas and direction for the design
guidelines. For example, the CIP committee undé&ram extensive public input process that highkdrhe following key areas that
needed focus:

» Pedestrian friendliness / Accessibility

* Branding / Aesthetics

* Environment

» Traffic Flow / Parking

» Property Standards / Historical Preservation

Simultaneously, the Town participated in a brandirgrcise through the Signage and Wayfinding itivgato clearly articulate the
community’s identity. The results of that prochgghlighted the following strengths:
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* Sunsets » Lighthouse

* Vibrant * Heritage

e Friendly * Culture / Sophisticated
* Family * Elegant

* Progressive * Sunsets / Beach
* Beach * Natural Beauty
* Growth

» Casual

» Safe

* Relaxed

» Lifestyle

* Home

One of the more extensive public consultation pgees developed the vision statement for the ToWifigial Plan. The Town of
Saugeen Shores Official Plan states the followisgm:

“Saugeen Shores will continue to be a leader irc8@ounty in providing a place for families, redise culture, tourism, business and
industrial opportunities. It is the objective ofgliPlan to help preserve both the identity anddikersity of the unigue communities
that jointly form the Town of Saugeen Shores whilengthening and enhancing a sense of oneness.”

Again, this community vision echoes the overarclidagign principles that are reflected in the desigion presented below.

1.3.4. STEP 4: Developing a Design Vision
As established in the various public input gathgenercises, Lake Huron is the prevailing assaigeized by residents of Saugeen
Shores. The beaches, sunsets, boardwalks, ligrgkoasd the opportunities for activity that thefpaf are frequently referred to in
statements of community strengths, values, andsasBee key opportunity of these design guidelise® unify the community by
identifying ways to embrace the connections betwienkey commercial corridors and the best asseah@fcommunity — the
waterfront.



The approach taken in these guidelines is highiytecd-specific, and recognizes that Port Elgin &wlithampton have subtle
differences in their built form, urban structur@)dapopulation characteristics that suggest diffeneays of appreciating the
opportunities afforded by the waterfront. This i@ potential to translate into distinct desigprapches for each community that
convey the waterfront theme.

1.3.4.1. PortElgin - ‘National Geographic World’s Best Sunset”

Public descriptions of Port Elgin typically portrthye community as a fun, contemporary, and invibegch community and attribute
its character to:

* A comparatively more commercial atmosphere tharréseof Saugeen Shores with a long, straight cawiadgibbon that is

the backbone of the Town;

» Athriving young, family-based community;

* A laid back atmosphere attributed to a robust béaotrist economy; and

» A historical / traditional downtown complimentedtivan increase in new commercial development angihg starts.

Whether folk lore or fact, the residents of ‘Pasfer to the community’s sunset as one of the i®rest. This iconic image is
confirmed in all forms of media from promotional te@al through the Municipality’'s logo and is a gtestarting point for
development of the design guidelines. In combamatiith the keywords identified in the communitiisanding exercise, the design
guidelines for ‘Port’ need to support the atmosphef a vibrant, relaxed, family-oriented resorthwd beautiful waterfront and
picturesque sunset as a backdrop.

1.3.4.2. Southampton - ‘Oldest Port on the Bruce Coast’
Southampton residents are proud of their heritagielibgs and lighthouses, art school, and boardw@jlecifically when the public
describes Southampton they portray a trim, hisstbbeach community with a character arising from:
» A comparatively compact, vibrant, commercial camrtinating at the waterfront;
» Historic shore lighthouses and harbour;
* A cozy, cottage-type community with treed lanes emchfortable streets; and
» Strong cultural institutions like the art schootldhe museum.

Southampton’s strength comes from its marine rgeitand its timeless natural beauty. The Chantapdsand its lighthouse are the
iconic image of Southampton, which again is conéidrthroughout the community. This icon in comboatwith the keywords

1-6



identified in the branding exercise, are the stgrpoint for the design guidelines depicting thag® of Southampton as a place that
invites you to stroll along High Street or the lbaalk and relax, reflect, and enjoy this beachfimrmunity at sunset in the ‘Oldest
Port on the Bruce Coast.

1.3.5. STEP 5: Implementing the Design Vision
The design guidelines support tbESGN VISION by articulating the design direction outlined aband addressing key design
considerations for the community and, in doingomote a higher standard for development thatited to the distinct identity of
Saugeen Shores and its constituent communities.

The DESIGN PRINCIPLES that flow from this vision are developed in Chap2e These principles, of a

express the desired characteristics of the commuiét are to be reflected in the guidelines. Thassign
principles underpin th&ENERAL GUIDELINES, which address common elements of the designsssieatified, such as building
form.

More specificDISTRICT GUIDELINES are provided for areas within both Port Elgin &withampton where common characteristics
among developments invite specific recommendatioestablish a particular context for new developime

1.4. The Nuts and Bolts / Using the Guideline
1.4.1. Using the Guidelines
Once adopted, this document will provide a guidelinat will be used to review the suitability oflyia and private development
proposals. These guidelines are intended for yddumicipal Council, Municipal Staff, Developmenfpplicants, and members of
the community.The principles adopted in the guidelines will erstivat future development contributes to the caoiitirof the built
environment and strengthens the functional anchagstqualities along the commercial corridors ati§een Shores. Users of the
guideline should review the general guidelines thveddistrict guidelines specific to the area unmersideration.

1.4.2. Terminology

These design guidelines include recommendatioestdid towards the public and the private realmnyaojects will involve both
the public and the private realm.
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1.4.2.1. Public Realm
The Public realm is best defined as the networkulflic spaces — streets, sidewalks, parks, allmyd,public rights-of-way — that
comprise the connective tissue of spaces thatogizhare in their daily lives. The public realnsists of areas within the Town of
Saugeen Shores that are publicly or privately ownéetre access is open and without charge to emerypuse or see.

1.4.2.2. Private Realm
The character of public space is primarily formgdhe arrangement and details of the elementsifate it — the walls of buildings
that enclose a public park, the storefronts in cemaml areas, or the dwellings that line a residéstreet— are all privately owned
areas that greatly impact the ability of citizensehjoy their public spaces. The private realmasneithin the Town of Saugeen
Shores are both publicly and / or privately owned.

1.4.3. Authority
The design guidelines build upon the Official P&ard Zoning By-Law of the Town of Saugeen Shoresamedntended to provide
design considerations that are consistent withethpmdicy documents. While these guidelines aremandatory, compliance with
these design guidelines is strongly encourageder@/hnere is an outstanding conflict between theéaljnes and the Official Plan or
Zoning By-Law, the Plan or By-Law takes precederidee guideline development process has soughtetatifgl potential conflicts
and recommend amendments to the Official Plan aming By-Law to promote higher quality design. Baling these guidelines
will benefit the community by providing high qualiaind context-sensitive Main Street developmel@angeen Shores.
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2 Design Principles

2.1 Overview

Saugeen Shores features two distinct downtown calmesy the Highway 21 Corridor that are separatgadpricultural and rural

lands. Port Elgin and Southampton are histori¢spgtemming from a similar era of settlement. Ashstheir heritage architecture is
not markedly different. Both main streets featurstdnic yellow-brick buildings, a diversity of re&ntial structures including
cottages, bungalows, manors, and farmhouses, aadesy of commercial buildings of a range of viga.

As noted, the goal for the Design Guidelines israate a blueprint for the future development afgg®n Shores. This future
development will promote creative new initiativeslaedevelopment proposals that will contributéhe aesthetics and function of
the existing built form of Saugeen Shores.

The community issues that were identified, alonthwle unique qualities recognized in Chapter Ireveistilled into three guiding
principles that summarize the desired commubDiBs GN VIS ON for development proposals. A public workshop Wwelsl in spring
of 2009 to present the®ES GN PRINCIPLES to the community prior to establishment of thedglines. These principles, listed and
described below, form the basis of the organizalistructure used to create the guidelines.

* Unique Community
* Inviting Community
e Intimate Community

The DESIGN PRINCIPLES along with theGENERAL GUIDELINES will be considered as they relate to each devetspmroposal
that is submitted to the Town of Saugeen ShoresreMpecificDISTRICT GUIDELINES are also provided, and it is intended that
they be used in conjunction with these overall gples.

2.2 UNIQUE COMMUNITY

Saugeen Shores is most notable for its locationgatbe shore of Lake Huron with each community geeing individual assets
related to that waterfront relationship. Some msisl have described Port Elgin as a commerciateewhile Southampton is more
of a cottage community. The most noticeable playsiicstinction between these communities is that Etgin, with a long and

straight highway corridor running through the Tousmhome to the majority of the Municipality’s corargial development, whereas
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the corridor curves closer to the Lake and crofisesSaugeen river on its way through Southamptod,the relatively short High
Street commercial area runs perpendicular to Higtila

The Design Principle of “Uniqgue Community” refecsthe need to:

* Reinforce the design identity of both communities;

» Reflect the natural heritage resources in each aomitgn

» Create coherence with while fostering creativity;

» Reflect the cultural heritage and value the pastbhy of each community; and
* Reinforce the unique features that define the ctaraf each community.

Therefore, the Guidelines are structured to:

» Identify features that improve image and legibilily enhancing the attributes that contribute totSampton’s heritage
atmosphere and Port Elgin’s family-friendly atmosgh

* Address challenges and take advantage of the appies related to interacting with the waterfrdotation in each
community;

» Create distinctive urban form and shape distinctiegghbourhoods to create local identity by promgptcreative new
development that supports and enhances the béstdeaf these areas within the larger community; a

» Protect and enhance views and gateways to anddstablished landmarks and recognize distinctivamutiuilt form.

2.3 INTIMATE COMMUNITY

In addition to the attractiveness and uniquenesSanigeen Shores, we also recognize that maintaineagmall-town character and
atmosphere in Saugeen Shores is important. Althedtat makes a community intimate is difficult tefide typically the qualities
that distinguish us from other communities are #hsoqualities that create familiarity and a lesetomfort and connectedness for its
citizens.

The Design Principle of “Intimate Community” refdosthe need to:

» Create streets where people can walk around anebsbeother face-to-face;
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* Provide accessible public places where people @k, wit, play, relax, and talk;

* Enhance our public spaces and define them withasteg buildings, art, and trees;

» Support a full range of accessible community bussae and services that are vibrant and foster @aumercial cores as
destinations; and

* Provide a variety of housing opportunities forsdgments of the community.

Therefore, the Guidelines are structured to:

 Promote an active pedestrian environment by crgatiavelopments that connect with local streetscape$ provide
opportunities for sidewalk uses like cafes, sidéveales, and public art;

» Recommend critical upgrades to pedestrian infragira including sidewalks and benches;

* Promote urban forestry for beauty and shade;

» Add vitality and safety to the downtown core byesgthening and supporting the core businesses;

* Enhance building interaction with the streetscanet

» Strengthen and extend the network of open spactr@ate a vibrant public realm by encouraging oppities to create
new public spaces in association with development.

2.4 INVITING COMMUNITY

Saugeen Shores is an inviting place to live and. vighis is an overwhelming ‘theme’ that is exmed throughout the community,
from the Official Plan documents to community wdr&ps.

The Design Principle of “Inviting Community” theme refers to the need to:

* Provide a clear sense of wayfinding so that itoghkeasy to find and to get to the places that lee@pnt to go;

* Provide a high quality experience that is recoghiag the continuity and quality of the built enviraent (things don't feel
out of place);

* Encourage lighting that provides safety and segwitile minimizing light pollution;

* Have a high level of security reflected in desigatiéires to help people feel safe and secure withightfences and cameras;
and
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Recognizing that our main street is also our maaffit corridor, design must promote accessibikyd circulation of
pedestrian, bicycle, and automobile traffic.

Therefore, the Guidelines are structured to:

Support the efficient use of Port Elgin’s highwayrredor lands to support its commercial role andvide a more walkable,
‘urban’ character in the town;

Pursue every opportunity to increase the aestlohigcacteristics of the corridor by incorporatingexgs like landscaping,
pedestrian access, tree canopy cover, etc.;

Create lively and attractive local places by mixumges and providing for human scale and promotaig and sustainable
communities;

Encourage dark sky compliant lighting in new depetent and re-development proposals;

Define gateways, edges and settings that can beouag through appropriate new development. Gatewagsild provide
integration and visual continuity from urban toakareas; and

Integrate parking so that it does not dominatedtheslopment, the streetscape, or adjacent develipme



3 General Guidelines
3.1 Introduction

The following guidelines have been developed toroomcate how the Design Principles of a uniquemate, and inviting
community affect key areas of the physical comnuoitSaugeen Shores. These key areas include Lakdmad Edges, Getting

Around Town, Buildings, Open Space, and the Envirent.

3.2 Landmarks and Edges

3.2.1 Gateways

A Landmark can be a sign, landscape feature, wioaktpbuilding, or other feature
that defines or represents a town, neighbourhomantbwn, or other destination.
Landmarks can be simple or complex, small or lasgegific to a single site or
extend over several blocks, but should always adileassociated with the location
they represent.

% Community Identity should be enhanced in conjunction with landmarks;
conspicuous landmarks should be created with gicakend uses at key
locations in the town, such as town and neighboagttentrances;

% Local Culture and surrounding features should be reflected idrfeark
design;

% Local ImageandLegibility should be improved by landmarks to help people

feel like they are in a distinct place;

X3
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continuing relevance to the community.

Single Landmark: This type of landmarkis developed for
SINGLE LOCATION and helps to create an identity asrien
visitors in the area. Landmarks typically signify entrance or oth
important intersection or location, and might irdgu the
construction of a “landmark” structure, landscapisignage, ar
lighting. Smaller “Welcome” signs and gardens a #mtrance °
the town or neighbourhood can also serve as laridmar

Multiple Landmark: This type of landmark consists of SER
OF TWO OR MORE RELATED FEATURES along a comr
corridor orarea. Each individual element may be similar teea
or may take on the character of the immediate areshich it is
located while maintaining some common design elésenhis
type of landmark is often used to distinguish défe
neighbourhoods or districts along a common route.

Landmark Corridor: This type of landmark is developed ¢
CONTINUQUS SYSTEM along a highway, street, or grean
and may include landscaping, signage, bannergjrigland othe
streetscape elements in addition to landmelements used
<ianifv a hial-nrofile corridor or distric

Creativity, boldnessandconsistencycan be used to foster intrigue and interest; and
Sustainability andDurability are key considerations for architectural compandrandmarks should be timeless and of

% Buildings can be excellent landmarks. Buildings in landmadations, such as corner lots and T-intersectiéinhe corridor

should be designed to draw extra attention to tbeation.
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3.2.2 Edges

Edges provide the first visual impressions of a lmmity, neighbourhood, or even a single developm&hey can present a
welcoming atmosphere or can be indifferent and ekiezatening. Development edges and the settirgysdieate can be improved
through appropriate new development. Some develofsrae too close to important edges and preseldirmfaces with lower-
quality finishing. Some edge locations are unsigbtl derelict. It is too often assumed that sulatach treatment of these areas is
acceptable but edge sites are often highly visielpecially from vantage points along roadways. stfong and confident
development edge provides the first hint aboutctieracter and quality of the community. Combiniogagraphy and landscape with
higher quality built forms can produce an attrastigsult.

Development edges can be defined and improvedim@er of ways including:

@
0’0

Distinctive Built Form with the creation of unique new developments &edarotection of established landmarks to
create local identity;

LandscapedBuffers at the edges of community boundaries or where theraignificant land use changes. Urban forestry
should be encouraged for beauty and shade;

Connectingthe corridor and adjacent developments with patlsveand cycleways to residential neighbourhoods;
Environmental Areas, such as river frontage, should be enhanced astdqted by ensuring that peripheral developments
include measures to improve environmental quadihyg

Public Spacesshould be connected, enhanced, and defined w#hesting buildings, art, and trees.
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3.3 Getting Around Town

3.3.1 Roadways and Access

The Highway corridor does double-duty as the pnmeaute for through traffic and the locus of lo@mmercial activity. In
recognition of this reality, it is critical that delopments along the corridor maintain or improlve éfficiency of automobile travel
while providing local access to people stoppinguse the services and amenities of the corridorrthEy the roadway travel
experience should be of the highest quality in otdencourage travellers to stop and shop.

The roadway itself should feature:

+« Driving lanesthat are efficient and in good repair

% Alternative Transportation opportunities including bicycle lanes, route sigmsg ‘share the road’ signs

+ Controlled accesswith driveways from adjoining streets or sharethveidjacent lots through a joint-access easement
s Aligned entrancesso that driveways across the street from eaclr dtteeup and avoid overlapping left hand turns

+ Treed Mediansandboulevardsin selected areas to separate traffic and incr&aset enclosure

3.3.2 Parking

Parking areas should be easy to access and nabigiashould not dominate the landscape along thedoo. Onsite parking should

be located to the side or rear of buildings. Adeguspace should be provided for delivery, servase] emergency vehicles to
manoeuvre on the site and for snow storage. (T&kimy opportunities are somewhat dependent updiridual site conditions and

opportunities for shared parking; offsite parkingyrbe possible for commercial uses provided ibaled within (200m) of the

property. Development proposals are encourageiddorfays to share parking and road access anchaceigmged to submit evidence
that reduced parking standards are acceptable.

Parking areas should feature:

% Sharing of parking spaces between uses to minimize pavddcgas in new development and intensify developneenéxisting
sites

Safe Desigrwith lighting, landscaping, and parking design tivaits opportunities for concealment;

Landscapingthat divides large parking areas into smaller asaksestablishes street-like internal circulatipstems;

Pedestrian Accessibilitywith clearly defined pedestrian routes from parkargas to the building entrance and priority pagykin
spaces for people with handicaps or disabilities
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« Snow Storageareas that minimize the visual impact of large spiles. Snow storage in front setback areas shooidcexceed
1.5m in height; and

+ Bicycle Parking areas that are sheltered wherever possible, higgilyle, and secure racks (not wheel-benders)

% Sharing of parking among multiple retailers can resulbetter overall use of space

3.3.3 Wayfinding and Signage

People need to be able to figure out where thewadehow to find things they want to see or doléarcsignage system plays a
significant role. In 2008 the Municipality of SaweShores joined with the County of Bruce to dgvadourist-oriented wayfinding
system that unifies the Municipality while identiig the individual design vision for each communify comprehensive wayfinding
system was developed including gateway signs,prééve markers, and pedestrian map directorigg1sSiithin the community
carry a header element that takes its design fh@incommunity’s gateway sign.

In addition to ‘public’ signs, commercial signs plkan important role in identifying commercial amdlustrial buildings and help
attract customers. In rural areas signs are p&atlgumportant in identifying locations and atttieag motorists traveling along the
corridor.

Signs should be:

 Visible so that they can be read — not concealed beleed,tplaced too high or too low, or too small. Bedicular signs can

be read from a great distance, and can be readusrsgland pedestrians without turning their heads.

% Clear so that they communicate what they need to conw@gntrasting colours and symbols are helpful foogbe with
impaired vision or limited literacy.
Coherent so that they make sense and contribute to the masgjon of the corridor and the rest of the towinis is
particularly important for multiple-tenant signsdaommercial developments
Tactile with depth and texture incorporated as desigrufeat back-lit signs are discouraged
Accurate so that people who aren’t local can find out whai gffer
Connected to the storefront or the site. Rooftop, pylon, pble/temporary, and off-site signs (ie billboards 6ff-site
tenants) are discouraged
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3.3.4 Drive-Throughs

Drive-throughs are a unique land use that has ¢benpal to profoundly impact traffic, the streetpe, and surrounding uses. They
can provide a high frequency of service with siigaifitly reduced demand for parking spaces, butnpiatdssues arising from their
development require special attention.

Drive-Throughs should be:

% Locatedin Highway Commercial areas to serve the motoruglip without interfering with downtown traffic;

+ Buffered from adjacent uses with landscaping, berms, amcirig to mitigage noise and visual impacts;

% Accessedrom side streets, or with entrances as far asifplessom an intersection;

% Landscapedwith a full front yard and no vehicle lanes betweba building and the street. A mixture of natigalt-tolerant
coniferous and deciduous species should be usedemighed to provide shade;

% Organizedto avoid traffic conflicts, with continuous stacgitanes and clear pedestrian access to the buiidingthe street.

3.3.5 Unmotorized movement

As we learn more about how our built environmem¢@s our health we have realized that unless safafortable alternatives are
provided, people will not get out of their carsre@ting a people-friendly environment that connéotthe broader community in
conjunction with new developments promotes a hgditbstyle and encourages people to leave thes aad walk or roll around.
This in turn promotes shopping and dining as theetspent in the area is increased, thereby inorg&sionomic prosperity. While
the discussion of corridor streetscaping as itteslao pedestrians is found in the open spaceosectiis additionally important to
recognize the need to:

« Make it Easy to get around without a car by providing safeadle signed places to leave cars, bikes, and sosenple
handicapped parking spaces, and clean, smoothwalhdhaintained places to walk and roll;

+ Connectthe pedestrian system in a way that promotes yisedating a safe, comfortable experience;

“+ Provideat-grade entranceswith gentle slopes as all users can access tiensymsd when necessary provide ramps; and

« Make it Safe by correcting grades, replacing sidewalks, anshgugedestrian-scaled lighting so that the entirgtesy can
function.



3.4 Buildings

3.4.1 Size, Shape, and Location

Buildings define much of the physical charactethaf community. Important basic elements of bugdimclude theiGSze: How big
the building feelsshape: Whether the buildings are narrow or wide, shallowdeep, tall or short; andocation: near the street or set
further back, close to other buildings or all alombese features establish the basic frame for thevstreet feels. Much of the way
we perceive and interact with our built environmsteims from these basic elements.

Buildings can also speak to our cultural heritalyew development along the corridor should fit withsurroundings to enhance our
cultural environment. New development or redevelept should be:

+ Scaledin a way that supports and maintains the histofpedtern of building development along the corrjidbe setback and
frontage of the street should increase towardsdhe of the community;

+ Situated to create a sense of enclosure, safety, and corbiprensuring the interaction with the street is rappate.
Developments should put their best face forwarckéating an inviting entrance;

+« Similar in height to neighbouring buildings; up to a one-storey défee is appropriate height between adjacent Imgigdor
additions. A porch or colonnade, belt course ofks; “stepped” increase, and/or roof details shd@ddised to ease transitions
greater than one storey; and

% Set back from the street in keeping with neighbouring builgh and structures to create uniformity along ttreetscape.
Typically the sense of enclosure is higher in thiees where buildings are closer to the street, ngattiings feel more like a ‘town
centre’.

3.4.2 Fitand Finish

Built form further influences the street and comityatmosphere by reflecting the local context. Thtural heritage of Saugeen
Shores includes lumber mills and furniture factariactive ports and fisheries, and recreationakldgwment. These activities have
resulted in a wide variety of Commercial, Residantvixed-Use, and Industrial buildings. Furtheryaiety of materials, colours,
and details have been employed in Saugeen Shesesdtimg in an interesting but somewhat eclectwngcape that would benefit
from some underlying order. Careful attention tdding details such as the placement and propwstaf windows, doors, and other
architectural details can improve the coherencelmfilding and the street. Therefore, develograad redevelopment should:

3-10



+ Reference local heritage with high-quality design and cowmstion that reflects the design vision and enhartbes built
environment of the community

+ Define the building facevith using windows, doors, sign boards, cornicesl ather architectural features. These elementsidho
be designed to balance the building mass and niaitita general pattern of windows, doors, and tetdong the street. Blank
walls are discouraged.

s Improve thecoherenceof the corridor by considering the user's needs trel best features of their site and surrounding
development in relation to the overall design visio

s Treat Roofs as an integral feature of the building design, asd roof features and details to screen any roaftephanical
equipment.

3.4.3 Accessibility
Places that are open to the public should, as rasgtossible, be barrier-free. A “Walk and Rolldawcould be a valuable tool for
assessing the current barriers to accessibilitthéentown; further advice from the Accessibility Cmittee could be taken, though
preliminary recommendations could include:

+» Smooth Rampsto provide access to local store, services, artdutiens

+ Sidewalk standardsto maintain a straight, clear pedestrian pathway

++ Contrasting coloursto mark signs, steps, and grade changes

% Audible signalsto assist in street crossings

3.4.4 C(Climate and Energy

The climate of Saugeen Shores is significantlyciéie by Lake Huron. Temperatures are moderatedshyaters, which warm and

cool slowly. Winds can be strong, having travelaethterrupted for over a hundred kilometers, pickigmoisture along the way and

releasing heavy snowfalls and rains in the muniitipa

Corridor development should consider these chadlemyd pursue opportunities to reduce energy neetisiing:

% Efficient Roofs to provide environmental gains. Conventional rottigt use Highly reflective materials, such as whit
shingles/steel or gravel can cut air conditioniragts; solar panels for water heating or electrgsheration reduce energy
demand; and living roofs can improve insulatiorptaee carbon dioxide, and control storm water

+« Orienting buildings along the street face, but with the lordjenension pointing generally north/south wheregaole

Insulation that is thorough and thick

Natural Lighting for daytime needs

Planting Treesstrategically to serve as windbreaks and provicenser shade.

X/
CAR X

R/

S

X/
°e
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3.4.5 Landscape

Landscaping provides context for a building, safignts edges and adding a finishing touch toatatronship with the ground, the

street, and its surroundings. Landscaping alsoigees\a visual connection between buildings, thas, land the surrounding
communal open space network, and serves as a lbeti@een uses with different visual and functiatedracteristics.

Landscaping should:

Add Texture in three dimensions, incorporating natural grouodecs, flowers, shrubs, and trees
Bridge the landscape of the public realm and streetscépehre individual building and its site
Be Attractive using low-maintenance native varieties wherevesibbs

Be Consistentwith the landscaping treatments of nearby spaces

Emphasize ease of accetsthe building by creating a well-defined and veaiing approach

7
°n

2

%

7
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%

7
°n
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3.3 Open Space

3.3.1 Public Parks

Courtyards, parks, and squares are gathering pllhaegive a bit of breathing room and often becanfigcal point of the community.
Green spaces are the ‘jewels’ on the necklace eptliblic realm. As such, they should be distriduatong the corridor offering
respite to the traveler both physically (a placeitp and visually (breaking up the urban landstaphere are already a number of
green spaces along the corridor and attempts sheutdade where possible to add to them. Parkg af@ncorridor will be:

5

%

Visible and identifiable features within the community;

Enhancedwith furnishings like bicycle racks, benches, ggiaeceptacles, etc and where possible enhanckdulilic art
or elements of interest to animate the space;

Connectedby pedestrian and cycling routes to other parksyroanity activity areas and neighbourhoods;

Greenwith a vegetated character that is sustainablemitie urban context;

Clean and well maintained with design appropriate tottipes of use; and

Safeby encouraging eyes on the park for public suraede.

7
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5

%

3.3.2 Streetscapes and Sidewalks

Streetscapes and sidewalks provide a way from taue po another. Great streets are also destirsaioand of themselves. People
will rush down uninviting or unremarkable stredtst will linger, meander, and enjoy the journeypieasant places. Streetscapes
should providepleasant, efficient and accessible transportation for pedestrians including those wehmogbility may be limited. Streets
and sidewalks should feature:

5

%

Sustainableanddurable construction with a high standard of construction and easeahtanance,
Pedestrian-scaledighting standards that provide even, directeltlitgg and reflects the design vision for the déstri
Animating Featuresincluding opportunities for leisurely enjoymenttbé space while creating an experience througlscafe
public art, programming, interesting window dis@ay

Street TreesandPlanting Areasfor shade, enclosure, natural beauty, and releehfthe hard surfaces of the town;
Separationbetween pedestrians and vehicles that may in¢hegd boulevards, amenity strips, or on streetipgrk
Complementary materials can be used that defingpaadtize pedestrian, bicycle, and motor vehiateas portions of the
streetscape;

o,
°n
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o,
o

Street Furniture that is coordinated and reflects the communitygegision while providing parking spaces for bikaad
Bulbouts and pedestrian crossingst strategic locations to reduce turning speedsahm traffic while giving pedestrians a
comfortable landing before crossing the street.

2

%

3.3.3 Lanes and Trails

The Saugeen Shores Parks and Trails Master Pl&4)2@alls for the incorporation of trails, wherespible, in new development or
redevelopments in the Town. These trails may conwalkway blocks, parks and stormwater managerfaamities, and provide
linkages to other trails within the Town. Alleysdatrails provide a secondary movement system witie community. Alleys have a
utilitarian heritage as short and narrow serviceeas to back lots and buildings. Trails provideoa-motorized ‘highway’ through
and between Port Elgin and Saugeen Shores. Bothesé movement systems are essential to providipgoved access to the
corridor and attempts should be made to recogmderaprove connections for both systems to theidaorr

3.3.3.1 Laneways

Laneways are intimate passageways with occasi@higedes and represent an opportunity to devekxgeptrian-priority access
between beaches/trails/residential areas and thatdwn.

< Landscapeimprovements that transition from intensive urbagas to less intensive neighbourhoods should h&idered for
downtown lanes. The style should reflect the desigion for each district;
Connectthis secondary/pedestrian movement system tortlevigh streetscape features (bulbouts, treesitpta, public art);
Water permeability should be improved wherever possisigecially as neighbourhood connections becomddessil;
Safetyis a priority for laneways, with lighting and laswping designed to limit opportunities for conoesit;
Enable back-lot development to increase natural survesika

5

%

o,
°n

5

%

o,
°n

3.3.3.2 Trails

The Town of Saugeen Shores has developed a conmgredd®arks and Trails Master Plan and is curreandiing headway with
improvements to the local trail system. A non-miaid rail trail provides an off-road recreatiooatridor that runs nearly the entire
length of the corridor and crosses it twice. T#an includes recommendations for bringing tradlssings to and across the corridor,
but provides little information in regard to cyttisnterested in traveling or accessing businessamenities along the corridor.
Trail Development should:

< Developcommuting opportunities along the recreational sygstem

< Definetrail / route crossing points with signs, hardsongetc.

< Improve signagefor recommended cycling routes.
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3.4 Environment

The Sustainability of our community and its relaship with the environment will be considered irsiga concepts of all new
developments and redevelopments. As we are allegwar influence on the environment greatly impdbe way we live. We have
the ability to reduce the environmental footprihtoar built form and improve the livability of o@ommunity. The environmental
steering committee can be a tremendous resourderitify and promote best practices.

New development and / or redevelopment should densi

Reuseof existing buildings and site materials is encgendhif it can contribute to the sustainability bétsite and community
and, more importantly, to the conservation of and community heritage;

Renewable Energy Designs encouraged when developing and current tremagound source, wind and solar collection
should be considered as noted with other recomntiendan the Built Form Guidelines;

Water Efficiency, Quality and Rechargein site design by developing plans for water haimgsand reuse and incorporating
landscapes that reduce or eliminate the needsrfiation while maximizing green cover. Stormwat@®anagement
components including green or living roofs, perntegmavements, landscaped collection ponds and bieswshould be
investigated;

Environmentally sensitive areasshould be protected as a community resource. gnaection should be practiced wherever
practical and feasible. These areas offer passisteational spaces and visual interest, maintagnigp diversity and create a
healthy environment;

Roadside treesalong road edges can create an interesting vedaalent and can also help protect the road frorsserimds
and blowing snow. Coniferous Trees should be pthateng the Highway to create a windbreak. In toldaciduous trees
with a narrow trunk and modest canopy should becsedl for in-town applications to maintain visityiland provide shade;
and

Landscaping sufficient areas of a development will not onlydzkauty but can also mitigate the urban heatdsédfect and
make the development more hospitable to people thegeare outside their vehicles.
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