
BRUCE 
county 

By-Law No. 2023-048 

A By-law to establish Development Charges for the County of Bruce 

Whereas the Development Charges Act, 1997 (the "Act") provides that the council 

of a municipality may by by-law impose development charges against land to pay 

for increased capital costs required because of increased needs for services; 

And whereas a Development Charges Background Study has been completed in 

accordance with the Act; 

And whereas Council has before it a report entitled "Bruce County Development 

Charge Background Study" prepared by Watson &: Associates Economists Ltd. dated 

July 20, 2023; 

And whereas Council approves the capital project listing set out in Chapter 4 of 

the D.C. Background Study dated July 20, 2023, subject to further annual review 

during the capital budget process; 

And whereas the Council of the Corporation of Bruce County has given notice of 

and held a public meeting on the 7th day of September, 2023 in accordance with 

the Act and the regulations thereto and determined that no further public 

meeting is required; 

And whereas Council, whenever appropriate, request that grants, subsidies and 

other contributions be clearly designated by the donor as being to the benefit of 

existing development or new development, as applicable; 

And whereas Council considered the use of area-specific charges and adopts the 

approach to calculate the charges on a County-wide basis; 

Now therefore the Council of the Corporation Bruce County hereby enacts as 

follows: 

1.0 Definitions 

In this by-law: 

"Act" means the Development Charges Act, 1997, as amended, S.O. 1997, c.27; 

"accessory use" means where used to describe a use, building or structure, that 

the use, building, or structure is naturally and normally incidental, subordinate 

in purpose of floor area or both, and exclusively devoted to a principal use, 

building or structure, but is not an ancillary residential building; 

"affordable residential unit" means a residential unit that meets the criteria 

set out in subsection 4.1 (2) or 4.1 (3) of the Act; 

"agricultural use" means use or intended use for bona fide farming purpose and 

has a farm business registration number: 

(a) including (but not limited to):
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"development" means the construction, erection or placing of one or more 

buildings or structures on land or the making of an addition or alteration to a 

building or structure that has the effect of increasing the size or usability 

thereof, and includes redevelopment; notwithstanding the foregoing, 

development does not include temporary structures, including but not limited 

to, seasonal hoop structures, seasonal fabric structures, tents, or produce sales 

stands; 

"development charge" means a charge imposed with respect to this by-law. 

"dwelling room" means either: 

a) each bedroom used, designed, or intended for use by one or more

persons living together in a lodging home,. dormitories, or

b} in the case of a special care/special dwelling unit/room, each individual

room or suite of rooms used, designed, or intended for use by one or two

persons with or without exclusive sanitary and/ or culinary facilities.

"dwelling unit'' means any part of a building or structure used, designed, or 

intended to be used as a domestic establishment in which one or more persons 

may sleep and are provided with culinary and sanitary facilities for their 

exclusive use; 

"existing industrial building" means a building or buildings existing on site in 

Bruce County on January 1, 2022 or the first building constructed and occupied 

on a vacant site pursuant to site plan approval under Section 41 of the Planning 

Act, R.S. 0. c.P. 13 of the Planning Act subsequent to this by-law coming to 

effect for which full development charges were paid, and is being used for or in 

conjunction with: 

i. the production, compounding, processing, packaging, crating, bottling,

packing, or assembling of raw or semi-processed goods or materials in

not less than seventy-five percent of the total gross floor area of the

building or buildings on a site {"manufacturing") or warehousing related

to the manufacturing use carried on in the building or buildings;

ii. research or development in connection with manufacturing in not less

than seventy-five percent of the total gross floor area of the buitding or

buildings on a site;

iii. retail sales by a manufacturer, if the retail sales are at the site where

the manufacturing is carried out, such retail sales are restricted to goods

manufactured at the site, and the building or part of a building where

such retail sales are carried out does not constitute greater than twenty­

five percent of the total gross floor area of the building or buildings on

the site; or

iv. Office or administrative purposes, if they are,

a. carried out with respect to manufacturing or warehousing; and

b. In or attached to the building or structure used for such

manufacturing or warehousing;
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