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As a local business in 
Wiarton’s downtown, it is 
important for you to know 
what the Spruce the Bruce 
program is and how it can 
benefit your business. 

Years of meetings, strategizing and planning are 

now translating into action in Wiarton’s downtown. 

It is now time for business owners, like you, to 

help build Wiarton as an authentic destination and 

prosper.  

We truly appreciate you taking the time to read this 

booklet. If you have any questions, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the Spruce The Bruce team.

Yes, this book 

was made 

especially for 
you!

(That is assuming you’re a business 
 owner in Wiarton’s downtown.)



4

Spruce the Bruce (STB) is 

a downtown improvement 

program developed by the 

County of Bruce. 

It is designed to assist communities in making improvements 

to their downtowns so they are unique and appealing to both 

residents and visitors. 

STB offers support in the form of policy research, action plan 

development, design services and grants. 

The STB program is a five step process that each municipality and 

community works through with the County of Bruce. Wiarton has 

completed the five step process. 

The STB team is here to support you and help your business thrive. 

What is 
Spruce the 
Bruce?

Bringing Dollars 

Downtown!
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2010, The Spruce the Bruce program began. 

2010 - 2011, An analysis of each of Bruce 

County’s municipalities was undertaken to 

determine the needs of each community’s 

downtown.

2011 - 2013, Community groups were 

formed to ensure there was an organized 

approach for each community. The groups 

were made up of municipal staff, business 

owners and members of the public. The 

groups worked with the STB team to develop 

strategies for their community for the next 5 

years.

2013 - 2015, Each community worked to 

consolidate their brand and develop marketing 

campaigns. A marketing grant was secured 

from the Provincial government. This grant was 

used to develop the marketing campaigns for 

each community. Each community campaign 

was individually customized to appeal to their 

demographics. 

2016 and beyond...

History of  
Spruce the Bruce.
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The Bruce Peninsula is a well known 
destination that is visited by people from 
far and wide. It is the Basecamp to an 
authentic Canadian playground.  

Nestled between the rugged limestone cliffs of the Niagara Escarpment 

and the shores of Georgian Bay, Wiarton is the perfect place for visitors 

to call home while they explore The Bruce Peninsula.

Wiarton is the place where people are introduced to the Canadian 

outdoors in a safe and fun way. It’s the place where visitors can get 

comfortable with outdoor activities. It’s the place that expert local tour 

guides lead visitors on adventures that they will remember for years to 

come. And it’s the place where vistors know they can get provision for 

any adventure that awaits them on the Bruce Peninsula. 

Wiarton is the Basecamp to the Bruce Peninsula.

Wiarton’s  
community brand story.
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Wiarton’s
marketing 
campaign 

The campaign aims to appoint Wiarton as the 
primary community associated with The Bruce 
Peninsula while showcasing the best activities. 

Chippewas
of

Nawash F.N. 27

Chippewas
of

Saugeen F.N. 29

Chippewas of

 Saugeen F.N.

Hunting Ground 60A

Chippewas
of

Saugeen F.N. 28

Chippewas of

 Nawash F.N.

Hunting Ground 60B

6

6

21

6

6

6

21

6

21

26

6 10

9

9

9

9

29

WR

13

13

13

13

14

14

8

1

1

1

17

17

17

17A

170

10

3

5

5

5

16

1617
40

18

18

18

15

15

11

3

5

Owen  Sound

Balmy
 Beach

Copper
Kettle

Shallow
      Lake

Chatsworth

Wolseley

Kemble

Oxenden

Big Bay

Jackson

Springmount

Keady

Wiarton

Tobermory

Southampton

Sauble
Beach

Cape
Croker

Hepworth

Barrow
Bay

Arkwright

Elsinore

Allenford

Invermay

Oliphant

Park 
Head

Alvanley

Howdenvale

Clavering

Red
Bay

Mar

Colpoys
Bay

Clarke's
Corners

Pike
Bay

Adamsville

Ferndale

Spry

Stokes
Bay

Miller
Lake

Dyer's Bay

Massie

Rockford

Annan

Leith

Tara

Purple
 Valley

Saugeen
Village

Port Elgin

Hope
Bay

Lion's
Head

Cruickshank

Kilsyth

East
 Linton

Ben Allen

Brooke

Cobble
Beach

Sauble Falls

Inglis
Falls

Indian
Falls

Jones Falls

Br
uc

e 
  

Bruce

B
ru

ce

Bruce

Tr
ai

l

Bru

ce
   

Tr
ail

Trail

Tr
ai

l

 Trail

Ca
sh

or
e C

re
ek

H
ep

wo

rth

Willow

Sp
rin

g Cr

G
lea

son

K eefer

Sa
dle

r 

Ke
ad

y

Spe y

River

N
orth

Sp
rin

g
Cr

ee
k

Albem
arle

Spr ing
Creek

Creek

Telfer

C
ol

po
ys

Cr

Cr

Ra n kin
River

Clavering

Cr
ee

k

Si

der
oa

d

Riv

er

Cran
e

Brin
kman Cr

Mud Creek

Brook

Creek

Sa
ub

le

Saub le River

R
an

ki
n

Ri
ve

r

C
hi

n

Cre
ek

Stokes

R
iv

er

Old Woman's

SwanLak
e Drain

Riv
er

Creek

Judges

Cr

Ri
ve

r

Angle Ditch

Su
ck

er

Davids on Cr
C

re
ek

Bro
ok

C re
ek

Sauble
River

Sa
ug

ee
n

Ark
w

ri
gh

t

Potta
wato

mi

Spe y

Riv
er

Sy
de

nh
am

R
iv

er

Creek

Spey

Rive
r

Bi
g Ba

y Cr

Indian
C

r

In
di

an
C

re
ek

The Long
Swamp

Creek

Sp
rin

g

M
ax

we ll
C

r

Skinner's

Cr
ee

k

Marsh

Pa
rk

H
ea

d
Cr

Cr

Cr

C
re

ek

Bo
th

we
ll's

W
at

er
to

n

Ri
ve

r

Umbrella 

Upper Andrew

Young's
Lake

Warder

West Little

Sk
y  

Lak
e

  Spry
Lake

Shallow
Lake

Scale

Otter 

Miller

Mountain 

McNab 

Francis

Isaac
Lake

Ira

Gillies Lake

George
Lake

Gould

Cameron

Chesley 

Boat Lake

A
rr

an
 L

ak
e

Crane

Berford
Lake

Lower Andrew 

Emmett

Cyprus

Britain
Lake

Beattie

Bass

Moore

Scugog

Shepherd

Silver 

Mud

Town
 Line
Lake

Ague

Big

Barney

Little Lake

Lymburner 

Gowan

Carson 

Shouldice

Maryville 

Gleason 

Quenlin

Loon

Mary

Horse

Patterson

Conley

Mud 
Lake

McGill
Lake

Hodgins

Slough 
of Despond

Bartley

Rowes 

Sheppard
Lake

Mud Lake

Marshall's
Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake
Lake

Lake Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

LakeLake

Lake
Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake 

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake

Lake
Charles

Sawmill TrailsSawmill Trails

Owen Sound
Billy Bishop

Regional
Airport

Owen Sound
Billy Bishop

Regional
Airport

Wiarton/Keppel
District Airport
Wiarton/Keppel
District Airport

Griffith Island
Lighthouse

Griffith Island
Lighthouse

Bruce's
Caves

Bruce's
Caves

Rankin River
Access #3

Rankin River
Access #3

Sauble
Ski Trails

Sauble
Ski Trails

Sauble River Access #4Sauble River Access #4

Rankin River
Access #2

Rankin River
Access #2

Rankin
River

Access #1

Rankin
River

Access #1

Saugeen River
Access #14

Saugeen River
Access #14

Saugeen
River

 Access #15

Saugeen
River

 Access #15

Chi-Cheemaun Car Ferry
to Manitoulin Island

1hr 45min. 

Sauble
Speedway
Sauble
Speedway

Tobermory
Airport

Tobermory
Airport

Rankin
 Ski

Trails

Rankin
 Ski

Trails

Access #3Access #3
Sauble RiverSauble River

Saugeen
Amphitheatre
Saugeen
Amphitheatre

Big Tub
Lighthouse

Big Tub
Lighthouse

Flowerpot Island
Lightstation

Flowerpot Island
Lightstation

Cove Island
Lighthouse
Cove Island
Lighthouse

Greig's
Caves
Greig's
Caves

Cabot Head
Lighthouse
& Museum

Cabot Head
Lighthouse
& Museum

Cape Croker
Lighthouse
Cape Croker
Lighthouse

Lyal & Knife Island
Range Lights

Lyal & Knife Island
Range Lights

Chantry Island Lighthouse
& Museum

Chantry Island Lighthouse
& Museum

Lion's Head
Lighthouse
Lion's Head
Lighthouse

Southampton Range LightsSouthampton Range Lights

Sauble River
Access #2

Sauble River
Access #2

Devil's
Monument

Devil's
Monument

Fen BoardwalkFen Boardwalk

Parks Canada Visitor CentreParks Canada Visitor Centre
Lookout TowerLookout Tower

GrottoGrotto

St.Edmunds
Museum

St.Edmunds
Museum

Deepest Point in Georgian Bay
170m (558ft)

Bruce County
Museum

& Cultural Centre

Bruce County
Museum

& Cultural Centre

Fen
Boardwalk

Fen
Boardwalk

Colpoys
Ski

Trails

Colpoys
Ski

Trails

Saugeen River Access #16Saugeen River Access #16

MTB ParkMTB Park

Lindsay Tract TrailsLindsay Tract Trails

Sauble River
Access #1

Sauble River
Access #1

Singing
Sands

Singing
Sands

Roadside
Park

Roadside
Park

Northern Bruce
Peninsula

Municipal Office

Northern Bruce
Peninsula

Municipal Office

Berford
Lake
Park

Berford
Lake
Park

Ruins of Corran
Spiral Staircase
Ruins of Corran
Spiral Staircase

Biener’s Bush TrailsBiener’s Bush Trails

Pt.

Hopkins Pt.

Warner
Pt.

Little Eagle Pt.

Porcupine Pt.

Johnson Pt.

Pine Tree Pt.

Pleasant Pt.

Scotch Thistle Pt.

Greenough Pt.

Little Pike Pt.

Purgatory Pt.

Bartley Pt.

Petrel Pt.

Dunks Pt.

Wingfield Pt.

Cabot Head

Cape Chin

Smokey Head
Deadman Pt.

White Bluff

Gun Pt.

Frenchman Pt.

Reid Pt.

Pendall
Pt.

Coal Oil Pt.

Terry Pt.

Cave Pt.

Gig Pt.

Channel Pt.

Eagle Pt.

Sibert Pt.

Juno Pt.

Simon Pt.

Mad Reef

Ferguson

Indian Pt.

Rocky Pt.

Stony Pt.

Chiefs Pt.

McNabb Pt.

Lions Head

Cape Dundas

Pine Tree Pt.

Prairie Pt.

Montresor Pt. Cape Croker

King Pt.

Kidd Pt.

Presqu'ile Pt.

Hay Is.

White
Cloud

Is.

F I S H
 I N

 G
               I S L A N

 D
 S

Barrier Is.

North Pt.

Cornet Pt.

Cameron Pt.

Deepwater Pt.

Griffith
Is.

Cape Commodore

Pyette Pt.

Sutton Pt.

Bayview Pt.

Squaw Pt.

Yeo Is.

Fitzwilliam
Island

Snake Is.

Kolfage Is.

Ghegheto Is.

Beament Is.

Argyle Is.

Cranberry Is.

Jack Is.

Main Station Is.

Indian Is.

Whiskey Is.

Whitefish Is.

Chantry
Is.

Lyal Is.

Baptist Is.

Cape Hurd

Devil Is.

Russel Is.

Flowerpot Is.

Bears Rump Is.

Echo Is.

North Otter Is.

South Otter Is.

Cove

Island

Ta
m

ar
ac

 Is
.

Knife Is.

Parker Is.

McCallum
 Is.

Cavalier Is.

Warren Is.

Evelyn Is.

Rownes Is.

Lonely Is.

Vimy Is.

Warner B
ay

Whippoorwill Bay

Wingfield Basin

Sto
ke

s B
ay

Sydney
Bay

Simon Bay

Shoal Cove

Sound

Boat

Bay

C O L P O Y  S     
     

  B
 A Y

Harbour

Harbour

Rush Cove

Rocky Bay

Regatta Bay

Pi
ke

 B
ay

Pine Tree Harbour

Red
Bay

Purgatory Cove

Pleasant Bay

Paynter Bay

Johnson's Harbour

Murray
Bay

Myles Bay

Hopkins Bay

Hay    Bay

Hop
e B

ay

Ea
gl

e 
H

ar
bo

ur

Dor
ca

s B
ay

Corisa
nde Bay

Baptist Harbour

Little Eagle Harbour

Little Pine Tree Harbour

Miramichi Bay

M a c G r e g o r               
  C h a n n e l

French Harbour

Greenough Harbour

Bradley Harbour

MacGregor Harbour

G
au

le
y 

Ba
y

Jackson Cove

Lookabout

Frenchman Bay

Little Pike Bay

Isthmus Bay

Howdenvale Bay

Indian Harbour

Little Red Bay

Little CoveDunks Bay

Chiefs Point Bay

Drift
wood Cove

O W
 E

 N
    

 S
 O

 U
 N

 D
 

Little Dunks Bay

Melville

Dyer's Bay

Barrow Bay

Gravelly Bay

Gravelly Bay

Eagle Cove

China Cove

Kidd Bay

Johnson's Harbour

F i t 
z w i l 

l i a
 m

C h a n n e l

Beachy Cove

Big Bay

Bass Bay

Bay

Cove Island

Crab Cove

Cove of Cork

Cove of Cork

Coffin Cove

Denny's
Dam

Arran
Lake

Spirit Rock 

Bruce    Peninsula  National  Park

Bruce    Peninsula  National  Park

Bruce
Peninsula

National Park

Bruce
Peninsula

National Park

Cabot Head
Provincial

Nature Reserve

Cabot Head
Provincial

Nature Reserve

Fathom Five National 
Marine Park

Fathom Five National 
Marine Park

Smokey
Head -

White Bluff
Provincial

Nature Reserve

Smokey
Head -

White Bluff
Provincial

Nature Reserve

Ira Lake
Provincial

N.R.

Ira Lake
Provincial

N.R.

Lion's Head
Provincial

Nature
Reserve

Lion's Head
Provincial

Nature
Reserve

Black Creek 
Provincial 

Park

Black Creek 
Provincial 

Park

Hope Bay Forest
Provincial 

N.R.

Hope Bay Forest
Provincial 

N.R.

Sauble Falls
Provincial

Park

Sauble Falls
Provincial

Park

Boat 
Lake

St.Jean Pt.

Red
Bay

Malcolm Bluff
Shores
Ontario

N.R.

Malcolm Bluff
Shores
Ontario

N.R.

Bruce Alvar
Ontario

N.R.

Bruce Alvar
Ontario

N.R.

Baptist Harbour
Ontario N.R.

Baptist Harbour
Ontario N.R.

Lyal Island
Ontario

N.R.

Lyal Island
Ontario

N.R.

Petrel Pt.
Ontario

N.R.

Petrel Pt.
Ontario

N.R.

15
 S

ide
ro

ad

Ke
m

bl
e

10
 S

ide
ro

ad

Sa
ra

w
a k

-K
ep

pe
l T

ow
nl

in
e

Girl Guide Rd

Georgian
R

a nge
R

d

8t
h 

Co
nc

 N
or

th

Conc  A

Conc 6

P
r e sq u 'ile

R
d

Conc 2

Colpoys

Concession 17

4th C
onc  N

orth

Sideroad 9

Sideroad 22

Sideroad 24

Sideroad 12

Sideroad 3

Sideroad 30

Taylor  SR

Si
de

ro
ad

 2
0

Mountain Lake

Dr

G
le

as
on

La
ke

 R
d

Concession 21

Concession 16

W
ilc

ox
 S

R

Kilim
anjaro

Jackson
R

d

Irish      Block   R
d

Sunny V
alley

R
d S

8th C
onc     South

6th C
onc     South

Conc 5A

Conc 3A

Concession 5 Derby

Concession 7

M
ol

es
Si

de
ro

ad

Dawson Rd

Conc 10

Sideroad 6

O
rc

ha
rd

Dr

Sideroad 27

Li
sk

 S
R

Massie Road

Sideroad 15

Sideroad 12

Sideroad 23

Si
de

ro
ad

 5

Concession 3 Keppel

Conc 20

A Line

Sy
de

nh
am

-L
ak

es
ho

re
 Drive

6t
h 

Co
nc

 N
or

th

Holland-Sydenham   Townline

Conession A

Zi
on

 C
hu

rc
h 

   
  R

d

Cape Rd

Concession 24

Veterans

Rd N

Sunny Valley Rd

Concession 11

G
rey - Bruce    Line

Bu
rg

es
s 

SR

SR 18

C
hu

rc
h

R
d

SR
 1

15

C
ol

e'
s 

S
id

er
oa

d

Bi
g 

B
ay

 S
R

M
ary

Ave

Church
Sideroad W

Conc  2  NCD

Lindenwood Rd

K
em

bl
e

R
oc

k
R

d

H
in

dm
an

Si
de

ro
ad

10th C
onc South

Conc 5 Keppel

Sideroad 6

Ba
ys

ho
re

Ro
ad

C
en

tre
 R

d

Concession 14

Concession 3 Derby

C
ol

e'
s 

S
id

er
oa

d

St
on

e 
Sc

ho
ol 

Rd

Shouldice Block Rd

Conc 1SCD

S
R

3 15

Conc 21

Conc 5A

Sideroad 3

O
ld

 S
ch

oo
l

 R
d

C
onc 2A

Sideroad 3

Sideroad 3

5 Conc N

SR 15

Story Book          Park Rd

SR 21

6th C
onc N

Ln

Kinch's SR

Range Rd

Le
dg

er
oc

k
R

d

Dorcas 
Bay Rd

Cabot
He

ad
R

d

C
oronat ion

St

Q
ua

rr
y 

R
d

King's C
res

M
ill

R
d

Barf o
ot

C
re

s

Shaw
 R

d

Co
rey

Cr

Bartley Dr

Cherry Hill Rd

S
id

er
oa

d
15

Sideroad 5 N
orth A

rran

Em
m

et
t L

ak
e

Rd

Si
de

ro
ad

 5

Ray
Dr

SR
 10 S

outh  Arran

SouthDiagonal

M
un

ic
ip

al
   

 R
d

Lindsay

Rd 30

Bell D
r

W
ar

ne
r

Ba
y Rd

Barney

's
Blvd

Wright ' s
C

re
s

Sh
or

el
in

e
A

ve

Pike Bay Rd

D
addy

W
eir R

d

Dyers Bay Rd

Red

Bay Rd

B
ay

St

Fr
en

ch
Ba

y
Rd

Ira Lake Rd

Centre Diagonal

Brita

in
La

ke
R

d

Hellyer Rd

Conc 6 Arran

Lit
tle

 C
ov

e 
Rd

Fieldside Rd

Summer Ave

Budvet Rd

McArthur Rd

Conc 12 East Arran

Hopeness  Rd

Concession 10 East Arran

SR
 25 A

rran

B orchardt R

d

Park Head    Rd

Barrow Bay Rd

Isaac L a ke Rd

Cape Chin

Sutter Rd

Lindsay

Rd 45

Conc 8   West Arran

Waugh's Rd
McIv e r R

d

M
an

da
w

ou
b 

R
d

Coveney's

Purple Valley Rd

Rouse Rd

Weirs Rd

High Hill Rd

Beckons

Ln

Map
le 

Dr

Crawford

Dr

Tow
er

R
d

Country Rd

Birch Ln

Otter Lake

Rd

Conc 8    East Arran

B
or

den Dr

M
cR

ae
 R

d

Sc
ot

ch
 S

et
tle

m
en

t R
d

Robbins 

Dr

SR  10

M
yles

Rd

Ba
y 

Sh
or

e 
Av

e 
S

Hardman's Ln

C
 L

in
e

Sideroad 15     Arran

Elm Rd

Lindsay Rd 5

Everatt SR

Rush Cove Rd

Western Rd

G
reig

Settle

m ent Rd

Salem Rd

Meadowland Rd

Clarke's Rd

Scenic     C
aves  Rd

C
he

sl
ey

B Line

SR
 25

N
. A

rran

The   Bury Rd

Do
ll

SR

White
Cedar

Rd

Conc 12 West Arran

Cape
C

hin North Shore Rd

S
pr

y
Sh

or
e

Rd

G
eo

rgian Dr

Mille
r Lake

Rd

The Bury R
d

Pit Rd

Limberlost

Rd

O
nj

a-
G

ah
-b

o 
R

d

Blind Line

MunnDr

Pe
dw

el
l

Ind ian Harbour Rd

Belrose Rd

Conc 14

Cooks D
r

Forty Hills
R

d

Beach Rd

Cameron Rd

E
ls

in
or

e
R

d

W
est R

d

R

ank in

Valleyview
Rd

Purple Valley R
d

Spring Creek Rd

Cemetery    Rd

Isabella
Rd

N
or

th
ac

re
s

R
d

Baise

A
ve

S
un

se
tD

r

Lindsay Rd 20

Caudle SR

Mar Sideroad

C
onc

4

North           Diagonal

Harbour Rd

Adis
Dr

Cape Hurd Rd

Shanty
Ln

Cap
e

Ch
in

Lindsay     
Rd  40

Keewaydin Rd

D
or

ca
s

Ba
y

Rd

Sky

View
 D

r

Beech
St

Pashwood Dr

Maryville Lake Rd

Little Pike     B
ay Rd

Spry Lake

R
d

Boat Lake Rd

Old 
Pine

 

Tr
ee

 R
d

Kribs Rd

Le
gi

on
R

d

Mallory
Bea

ch

Rd

Conc 10

Bryant S
t

Al
le

nf
or

d 
   

   
 R

d

Anaquot 
Rd

Gauleys Bay Rd

Spry Rd

Silver Lake Rd

H
uron

R
d

Burma
Rd

South St

Little 
Pine Dr

Howdenvale Rd

Bartle
y

SR

Conc 13     West Arran

Bay
 S

ho
re

 
Ave

 N

Eagle

Rd

Ca
m

er
on

La
ke

Rd

Pt
 D

r

Stokes
Bay

R
d

South Rd

Ackerm
an

Ln

George

Myles Rd

Pi
ne

 T
re

e
Ha

rb
ou

r R
d Vickers

    Rd

Sw
an

Lake Ln

Eastn
or-

Lindsay

Whiskey

Berford Lake R
d

R
d

Bridge Rd

La
ke

   
R

d

Brinkm
an's

Rd

Crane
Lake

Rd

Pra
irie

Rd

Por
t E

lgi
n

Bay
Rd

401 Rd
Park

Rd

Syd
ney

Bay Rd La
ke

s h
or

e
Bl

vd

Nay
au

sh
ing

Rd

Lig
hth

ou
se

Rd

Crooked Hill 
Rd

Howdenvale Rd

Lawrence

Rd

Johnsons Harbour
Rd

Br
ad

le
y

D
r

Hay B
ay

RdSimpson 
Ave

Carter
R

d

East Rd

M
cNair Rd

Circle

G Ln

Pi
t R

d

Ta
m

m
y's

Cov
e 

Rd

Cy
pr

us

La
ke Rd

Sadler 

Creek R
d

Rd

North



A D G J MB E H K NC F I L O p

1
4

7
1

0
1

3
2

5
8

1
1

1
4

3
6

9
1

2
1

5
1

6



12 13

STEP 1 - Provide a “Experience Opportunity”.
Look for opportunities to offer “Basecamp” products or 

services at your business. 

STEP 2 - Review your building facade.
Look for opportunities to improve your building facade. 

Integrate rugged outdoor design elements.

STEP 3 - Perpendicular Signage
Install a perpendicular sign that displays the type of products 

and services you offer.

What you can do

Contact the Spruce the 
Bruce team or the Economic 
Development Officer with the 
Town of South Bruce Peninsula 
for grant opportunities.



For Wiarton to be known as “The Basecamp to the Bruce Peninsula”, 

it is critical that Wiarton business offer Canadian Outdoor 

experiences (products or services).

If every business in Wiarton offers “Basecamp” products or services 

(no matter how small), Wiarton will become known as a tourism 

destination and your business will prosper.

Visitors love spending money. If you can contribute to their vacation 

experience they will spend money at your business while they are in 

Wiarton. 

The
Experience
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What can you do?
Add a simple Basecamp element to your 

business and watch your customers reaction.

“Show me I’m in the 
Basecamp and I’ll show you 
the money.”
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What can you do?
(The Experience)

•	 Offer Basecamp themed products or services. Even if you 

start off with just a small display - it will help tremendously. 

Think: What could you offer people to enhance their outdoor 

adventures?

•	 Have staff members wear classic plaid or some other type 

of Canadian outdoor attire

•	 Add Canadian outdoor elements, such as stone or wood, to 

your store design (see your Community Toolkit)

•	 If you sell food products, offer a signature “Basecamp 

Dish”. Even if it’s only one dish - tourists will love to see 

your connection to the rest of the town

•	 Adjust your business hours to accommodate people 

shopping after 6pm 

Step 1

The more you can adopt Basecamp themes, the 
more likely customers will come to your business 
and show you the money! 
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Question: Is your building facade doing all it can to entice new 

customers to enter your store? 

“That looks like a nice place to eat.” 70% of first time 

customers come from curb appeal. Beautifying your building 

facade is an essential investment in your business.

Drive by shopping.  90% of customers will decide if they 

will visit your store based on its appearance. How do potential 

customers judge your business?

First impressions are lasting impressions. Creating 

beautiful exterior spaces is an easy and effective key to getting 

more traffic through your door.

Nothing has a quicker return on investment than beautification 

of your store.

Your building 
facade

Storefront redesigns and renovations should generally respect the original style 

of the building and use materials that relate to those of the existing building.

FACADE: the exterior 

front of a building 

facing the street

CORNICE: ornamental horizontal 

molding projecting out from a facade; 

often at the top of a building.

LIGHTING: 
subtle lighting
illuminates signs 
and building 
features

COLUMNS: vertical 
pillars or posts that either 
support building weight or 
act as decoration

AWNING: a structure usually made 
of canvas that serves as a shelter over 
a storefront

PERPENDICULAR 
SIGNAGE

MASONRY: 
stonework or 

brickwork

SIGN BAND: area 
where a sign can be 
affixed to the building. 
Flat signs are known as 
Fascia signs.

ARCHITECTURAL 
FEATURES

PICTURE OR 
DISPLAY WINDOW: 
typically a large, 
single-paned window.

Overview of what a 
good facade is
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An indication of a healthy downtown can be 
measured by the amount of pedestrian traffic. 
When people feel welcome to spend time 
downtown, they will walk from store to store 
and spend longer in the downtown area.

It only makes sense to ensure that the downtown is 

designed to be pedestrian friendly. 

An easy way to entice pedestrians to visit your store is to 

install a “Perpendicular Sign”. 

Perpendicular signs make the downtown easy for 

pedestrians to navigate and find what they want to buy.  

The power of 
perpendicular 
signs
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•	 Incorporate Basecamp architecture elements (materials and colours) 

into your building facade (see your Community Toolkit)

•	 Install gooseneck lighting that illuminates your business at night

•	 If appropriate, install a new awning

•	 Spend time beautifying the outside of your business, by decorating 

with: pots, planters, window boxes, benches, and sidewalk  

café dining

•	 Include at least one bench flanked with planters

•	 Place your bench against the storefront facing the road

•	 Clean the front of your store weekly

•	 Add tables and chairs even if you aren’t a restaurant 

NEXT STEP: Apply for a facade grant by contacting the 
Spruce the Bruce team or your Economic Development 
Officer. We will help walk you through the process of 
revitalizing the appearance of your business.

What can you do?
(Your building facade)

Step 2
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What can you do?
(Perpendicular Signs)

•	 Make sure the bottom of your sign is at least a height of 7ft

•	 State the type of products/services you offer rather than 

displaying just the name of the business

•	 Use simple, legible fonts. Avoid script text and outlines

•	 Always use contrast colours and never more than 4 words 

•	 Use a quality material for the sign

•	 Ensure the sign is installed to withstand winds and it meets 

sign by-laws of Wiarton

NEXT STEP: Inquire about the STB grants 
available for Perpendicular Signs for your business. 

Step 3
Perpendicular 
Sign examples
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STEP 1 - Assess the curb appeal of your business.  
Be honest and objective. Ask your peers, or customers  

for honest feedback. 

STEP 2 - Contact your Economic Development Officer.  
to discuss what project you would like to undertake to embrace the 

Basecamp theme.

STEP 3 - Complete the required documentation. 

including any 3rd party information, such as contractor estimates. 

How to apply 
for grants

PLEASE NOTE: The more you 
embrace the Basecamp theme, the 
more likely you are to receive grant 
money.
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Thank you so much for taking 
the time to read this booklet. 
The Spruce the Bruce team looks 

forward to working with you. Please 

be sure to contact us if you have any 

further questions.

•	 70% of all consumer retail spending now takes place after 6pm.  

•	 People head downtown for specialty items such as local 

butchers, the baker and local artisans. 

•	 Research shows that if you extend business hours by two hours 

the average retailer works 30% less. Profits from extended 

hours will exceed increased expenses by a minimum of 16%.

•	 Public markets are now becoming night markets and opened 

during the evenings. 

•	 Women account for 80% of all consumer spending. Have 

benches outside for the men to rest on. 

•	 Bring your artisans outside. It adds life and increases sales. 

People are four times as likely to  buy art if they meet the 

artists.

Did you know?



CONTACT US AT 

County of Bruce

Email: STB@brucecounty.on.ca

Call: 1-800-268-3838 

      Find us on Facebook

      Check us out on Twitter

Town of South Bruce Peninsula

Email: tsbpecodev@bmts.com

Call: 519-534-1400 


